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ABSTRACT

Thefocusofthispaperisplacedonthereflectiveprocessofinquiryofpre-serviceteachersandtheir
instructorinSwedenduringgeographicallydistantplacementinTanzaniaandKenya.Adetailed
examinationofinstructor’sreflectionontheprovisionofvirtually-affordedfeedbackandpre-service
teachers’reflectionsontheirteachingfeedback,thetechnologically-affordedrecordingmedia,and
the teaching inquiryandknowledgegeneration isconducted.Thedataareexploredqualitatively
throughtheanalysisoffocusgroupinterviewsandanonlinequestionnaire.Anewinsightisprovided
thatextendbeyondplacementschoolsandraisestheneedforfurtherlongitudinalstudiesinAction
Researchwithalternativetechnologicalmedia.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

ThisActionResearchstudyaimstodelveintoaninstructor’sreflectionsonthevirtually-afforded
feedbackheprovidedtopre-serviceteachersenrolledinhisPre-ServiceTeacherEducationcourse
andplacedindistantteachingpracticum.Italsoexplorestheroleofthisfeedbackininstructor’s
professionaldevelopment.Further,pre-serviceteachers’reflectionsoftheirteachingexperiencesand
thewaytheyaremediatedbytheuseoftechnology(iPads)areexploredqualitatively.

ActionResearch(AR)canplayanimportantroleinexaminingpre-serviceteachers’introduction
totheepistemologyoftheteachingpractice,andARisanindispensablecomponentofbothinstructors
andpre-serviceteachers(Kitchen&Stevens,2018).

Importantpedagogicalandprofessionalbenefitsemergefrompre‐serviceteachers’immersion
in suchstudyprogrammes.The reflectivenatureofaction research invites teachers to“examine
the dynamics of their classrooms, ponder the actions and interactions of students, validate and
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challengeexistingpractices,andtakerisksintheprocess”(Mills,2011,p.46).Italsooffersteachers
apathtodeviseastrategicplanofactionthatisembeddedinmethodologicallysoundpracticesand
epistemologiesofpracticethatcanguideinstructorsinrespondingtothechallengesoftheirteaching
environmentandgainnewvalidknowledge.Arespondtothesechallengescanoftenleadeducatorsto
enhanceorchangetheirpractices.AsSomekhandZeichner(2009)note,“Alleducatorswhoconduct
actionresearchareinterestedinimprovingtheirownpractice.Inaddition,someofthesearealso
interestedinsharingtheirlearningwithothersand/orincontributiontosocialreconstruction”(p.
10;seealsoNoffke,1997).

Multiplestudies(Ateşkan,2016;Beneyto,Castillo,Collet-Sab,&Tort,2018;Kitchen&Stevens,
2008;Lattimer,2012;Messiou,2018;Schulte,2017;Ulvik,Riese,&Roness,2018;Wyatt,2011)
havedelvedintotheprofessionaldevelopmentandadvancement,pedagogicalpractices,reflection
andskillbuildingofpre-servicestudentsandteachersimmersedinActionResearch,aswellasthe
impactofsuchpracticesontheschoolandbroadercommunity.Studieshavedemonstratedthebenefits
ofARforpre-serviceteachersinseveralareasincludingtheir‘transformationofpractice’education
andtheirformulationofpedagogicalapproachesbasedinevidence(Brydon–Miller,Greenwood,&
Maguire2003;Lattimer,2012).Reflectionisaprocess,accordingtowhichpre-serviceteacherscan
constructivelycontemplateandmonitortheirprocessofthinkinginordertoimprovetheirteaching
practices.Studentteachers’reflectionsontheiraction(Volk,2010)appearstobecriticalforteacher
training.AccordingtoLeitchandDay(2000),aftertheirimmersioninteachereducationprogrammes,
pre-serviceteacherscanbecomereflectivepractitionersthatcanevaluatetheirperformance.Similarly,
studiesonstudents’provisionoffeedbackontheteachers’instructionalpracticeandperformancehave
beenwidespreadattertiaryeducation(seeDenson,Loveday,&Johnson,2010;Penny&Coe,2004).

Further,usingvideoinpre-serviceandin-serviceteachereducationisawaythatenablesteachers’
‘noticing’(Sherin&vanEs,2005).Inotherwords,pre-serviceteacherscanexploretheverbaland
non-verbalaspectsoftheirteachingandgobackandforthformultipleviewing(Zhang,Lundberg,
&Eberhadt,2010).However,muchof theresearchuptonowhasnotdealtwith:(i)pre-service
teachers’reflectionsontheinstructor’svirtually-affordedfeedbackandtheirownteachingpracticum
experience,(ii)theimpactofmultimodalityonpre-serviceteachers’professionaldevelopment,(iii)
anexperiencedinstructor’sperspectivesonthedevelopmentofconstructiveonlinefeedbackand,(iv)
theimpactofvirtually-affordedfeedbackontheinstructor’sprofessionaldevelopment.Additionally,
lookingintodataemergingfromboththeinstructor’sinvolvementinvirtually-affordedfeedbackand
pre-serviceteachers’self-reflectioncanelicitdatacomplementaryinnaturethatcanenhanceour
understandingontheunderlyingmechanismsthatdriveparticipants’actionsduringtheirpracticum
andprovideinvaluableresourcesforfuturestepsinthefield.

Thisstudyisexploratoryandinterpretativeinnatureandexaminespre-serviceteachers’reflection
on thedevelopmentof their teachingskills through theirengagement inageographicallydistant
placement.Atthesametime,itexaminestheinstructor’sreflectionontheaffordancesofsuchstudy
programmestodevelophisexpertiseandprofessionalpracticeinpreparingfutureteachersinbreaking
inthisepistemologyoftheteachingpractice.Thefindingsinviteustoreconsiderstudent-teacher
placementswithinthebroaderecologyinwhichsuchpracticesemergeandexaminetheimplications
forpre-serviceteachers,andtheinstructor’sprofessionalpractice.Pedagogicalandtechnological
implicationsalsoariseintheinstructor’sreflectionandstepsinsimilarfutureendeavours.

Thispaperincludesthreeparts.Thefirstpartdelvesintothemethodologicalproceduresofthe
study;thesecondpartintroducestheresultsofthestudyandthethirdpartplacestheresultswithin
awiderframeworkbydiscussingtheimplicationsandsuggestingfutureactions.

The Context: Teacher Education in a Swedish Academic 
Institution and Teaching Practicum in Tanzania and Kenya
Thestudydelved into theplacementofpre-service teachers in twoprivateprimaryschools in
Tanzania,SchoolAandSchoolB,andoneinKenya,SchoolC.SchoolAwaslocatedinasmall
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