
DOI: 10.4018/IJLIS.2020010101

International Journal of Library and Information Services
Volume 9 • Issue 1 • January-June 2020


Copyright©2020,IGIGlobal.CopyingordistributinginprintorelectronicformswithoutwrittenpermissionofIGIGlobalisprohibited.



1

Survey of Reading Promotion of 
Public Libraries in China
Junling Zhao, Hebei University, Tianjin, China

Wenxian Ge, Hebei University, Baoding, China

ABSTRACT

Readingpromotionisakeyserviceofthepubliclibrary.Thisarticleinvestigatesthecurrentstateof
readingpromotioninpubliclibrariesinChina.Therewere86publiclibrarieschosenasasample.
TheresearchfindsthatChineselibrarieshavebeenpayingmoreandmoreattentiontotheimportance
ofreadingpromotion.Avarietyofreadingpromotionservicesandprogramsarebeingcarriedout,
including reading festivals, booklists, reading contests, reading communication and lectures on
reading.Publiclibrariestendtoapplymoretowardsthedigitalplatformwhenpromotingreading.
PubliclibrarieshavecooperatedwithNGOandbusinessfieldstopromotereading.Thisstudysuggests
morecanbedonetoimprovetheservice,includingimprovingthelibrarian’sknowledgeofgenre
books,enhancingreadingcommunication,deeplyinvestigatingmeasurementofreadingpromotion,
andtheinfluenceofcontractingoutreadingprograms.
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INTRodUCTIoN

Beforethe21stcentury,ReadingAdvisoryandPromotionwasnotamainserviceorprogramin
publiclibrariesinChina,thoughitisnotnewtopubliclibrarians.Wuxi,theformerdirectorofthe
ReadingPromotionCommitteeofLibrarySocietyofChina,oncepointedoutthatreadingpromotion
isamarginalservice,andalwaysaserviceassupplementalandoccasional(Wuxi,2015).Whenthe
21stcenturyarrived,thesituationchanged.ThecentralgovernmentofChinabegantofocusmore
andmoreonpubliccultureinfrastructuretomeetthepublic’sneeds,andinvestedmoreonpublic
culturefacilities,includingthepubliclibrary.Manypubliclibraries’space,furniture,buildings,and
collectionhaveimprovedgreatly,whichbuiltastrongfoundationtoprovidereadingservicesand
programs.TheLibrarySocietyofChina(LSC)makesagreatefforttopushreadingservicesinpublic
libraries.In2006LSCfoundedtheScientificPromotionandReadingInstructionCommittee,which
had6divisionsatthattime.In2010,theCommitteechangedthenametotheReadingPromotion
Committeeandtherewasanincreasefrom6to15divisions.In2015,thenumberofdivisionsincreased
to22.TheCommitteepublishedaseriesoftextbooksonreadingpromotion,heldworkshopstotrain
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librarians,andsetupawardsonreadingpromotion.Duetotheemphasisofthecentralgovernment
andtheprofessionaleffortsofLSC,readingpromotioninthepubliclibrariesofChinadeveloped
veryrapidly.Ithasbecomeafundamentalandimportantserviceinpubliclibraries.Ontheannual
conferenceofLSC,theseminarsaboutreadingpromotionarethemostpopularonesamongallthe
seminars.Since2015,theReadingPromotionCommitteehasheld9trainingworkshopsondifferent
topicsaboutreadingpromotion,andmorethan300librarianstookpartineachworkshop.Inthe
6thrunofpubliclibraryassessmentwhichwasheldin2017,indicationsaboutreadingpromotion
weighmore.As tocity levelpublic libraries, readingpromotionandsocialeducationscores70,
whilereferencescores30.Thisisalsoasignthatreadingpromotionismoreandmoreimportantin
publiclibrariesinChina.

LITeRATURe ReVIew

InChinese,“readingpromotion”is“阅读推广”and“publiclibrary”is“公共图书馆.”Asubject
searchwiththesetwowordswasconductedintheCNKI(ChinaNationalKnowledgeInfrastructure,
the largest academicarticledatabase inChina).The first articlewaspublished in2006.Since
2012,morethan100articleswerepublishedeachyear,andin2016,thenumberofpublications
increasedto442.ThisindicatesthatscholarsintheLISfieldarepayingmoreattentiontoreading
promotioninpubliclibraries.

Chinesescholar’sresearchonreadingpromotioninpubliclibrariesfocusesonthreeaspects.
Thefirstisaboutaspecificlibrary’sreadingpromotionpractice,suchasLiaoningProvinceLibrary
(Meng,2013),HubeiProvinceLibrary(Li,2014),SuzhouLibrary(Xu,Jin,&Zhang,2014),and
NingboLibrary(Liu&Hong,2017).Anotherfocusistoinvestigatethereadingpromotionpractice
ofpubliclibrariesinspecialareas,suchasthePearlRiverDeltaregion(Dai,2017),ShanxiProvince
(Li,2016),HefeiareainAnhuiProvince(Cheng,2017),Guangzhouarea(Li,2014),andDongguan
area(Wen,2017).Besidesthefocusesmentionedabove,thereisalsoresearchonspecialkindsof
readingpromotion,suchassurveyofstorytimeofpicturebooksinpubliclibraries(Fengli,2017),
explorationonreadingsalons(Fu,2014), investigationofreadingjournalofpublic libraries(Li,
2014),andbookrecommendationsofpubliclibrariesontheweb(Xu,2014).ThereisalsoanEnglish
paperonreadingpromotioninpubliclibrariesinChina,anditismainlyaboutbookrecommendations
andreadinginterestofChinesepubliclibraryusers(Sun&Xie,2016).Alltheseresearchesgivethe
studyinformation,dataandideastofurtherinvestigatethecurrentstate,characteristicsandtrends
ofreadingpromotioninChinesepubliclibrariesasawhole.

Figure 1. Publications on reading promotion in public libraries, 2006-2017
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