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ABSTRACT

Thisresearchaimsatanalyzinghowtofurtheryoungfarmers’motivationandparticipationandthe
impactofinfluencingfactorsofrelevance.Prominentamongthegoalsofthisresearchistoenhance
youthpsychologicalcharacteristicssoastoarrangethebeststrategytopromotehorticulturalorganic
farming.Eightyyoungfarmerswereselectedbymeansofsimplerandomsamplingmethod.Path
analysiswasemployedtodecidethefitmodel.Itwasfoundthatagriculturalextensionworkerschanged
youngfarmers’motivationsandthattheyhadanimpactonparticipationbyenhancingperception.
Theroleofagriculturalextensionworkersshouldbeimproved;andtheyshouldhelpcontrol the
communicationbetweenlocalleadersandfarmers.Hopefully,thisresearchcanbeusedasthebasis
ofagriculturalpolicyindevelopingcountries.
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INTRODUCTION

Imbalance occurs in agricultural sectors in Indonesia where fertile land, pure water, and local
commodityareserved;butfarmerswhoplantpaddy,cassava,andcorn(productsknownascrops)
havenotbeenprosperous.Thefollowingquestioniswhetherfarmersstilldependonthecultivation
ofbasicfoodcropstofulfilltheirneedsorchangetodiversifyfoodproduction.Theanswerstomany
questionsdesignedtoraisefarmers’awarenessofvariousissues–suchashealthyfoodproduction,
productivity,qualityofproduct,marketing,cooperationwithstakeholders,andinternalandexternal
conflictresolution–needtobestatedthroughtheprogramofgovernmentsupportedbycommunity
andprivatestakeholders,forachievingsustainabilityoftheagribusiness.AsstatedbyEscobar(1998),
sustainability(relatedtobiodiversity)waslinkedtoothersectorssuchasenvironmentconservation,
socio-economics(forsovereignty),andculture.However,thedifficultyinemergingvictoriousfrom
thefiercecompetitionamongcountriesinASEANmakespeasantsdonotnecessarilykeeptrackof
thelatestdevelopmentsinagriculturaltechnology.Thislackofknowledgeresultsinadecreasing
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numberofadoptionsof innovations.Hariadi (2015)opined thatmostpeasants in Indonesia lack
sufficientwillingnesstocourageouslytakeriskswithregardstotheiragribusiness—meaningthat
theirbusinesses(unlikethoseoffarmers)areuncompetitive.Therefore,thedevelopingconceptof
farmers–definedasthosewhoruntheiragribusinessenterprisewiththegoalofprofitmaximization
(ratherthanmerelystagnatingatthedailysubsistencelevelwhenitcomestofoodproductionand
fulfillment)– is extremely prominent in the competitive ASEAN Economic Community (AEC).
Besides,theytendtoengageinthespecificbehaviorofsellingtheproductsviamiddlemeninorder
togetcashquickly.

Ontheotherhand,Shaidi(2006)(ProctorandLucchesi,2012),theDirectorofYouthDevelopment
inTanzania,saidthatitisacommonoccurrenceforyouthstonotbeinterestedinworkingasfarmers
because it ishard tobecomesuccessfullyaccomplished in field.Nevertheless,youngfarmers in
SlemanRegency,Indonesiaareattractedto–andhold–agribusinesspositions.Forinstance,there
arethoseresidinginthePrambananSubdistrictwhoplantriskycommodities–forexamplechilies
andDalhariwaterapples.Moreover,theyhavecertifiedtheseedlingsofvegetativereproduction.
Otherfavoritevegetablesandfruitspreferredtobegrownarecucumbers,watermelons,melons,and
soforth.Theresearchersfinditisimportanttounderstandthesefarmers’motivationsinconducting
theirfarmingenterprises.Likewise,itisimportanttounderstandsuchfarmers’participationwiththe
variousfactorsinvolved—andtounderstandtheeffectsthatsuchparticipationhasontheirenterprise.
Therefore,therearetwoobjectivesofthisresearch:

Objective One: Understanding the degree to which young farmers are motivated to engage in
horticulturalfarming(andunderstandingtheprincipalfactorinfluencingtheirdoingso).

Objective Two:Observingyoungfarmers’participationinhorticulturalfarming(andidentifyingthe
principalfactorinfluencingtheirdoingso).

LITERATURE STUDY

Motivation
Motivationisdefinedasawillingnesstodoanactivityortomakeadecision.InPsychology,motivation
issupportedbysomevariables.Magaetal.reportedthatyouths’motivationtoworkintheagricultural
sectorwasinfluencedbytheirperception;needforachievement,esteem,hope,andjobsatisfaction;
jobtypeandpsychologicalcharacteristic,group,andincentive.InIndonesia,incentivelevelbecomes
veryattractiveespeciallyforthosewhohavegraduatedfromuniversity.Inthiscase,Susilowati(2014)
hassuggestedthatacountrycanincreaseyouths’motivationtorunthehorticulturalbusiness–doing
sobycreatingapolicyinclusiveofincentives,innovation,investment,andinfrastructure.

Motivation,accordingtoGibsonetal.(1987),istheconceptofanindividual’stensiondirecting
theindividualtobehaveinaparticularway.Therearetwokindsoftheoriesofmotivation,Need
TheoryandProcessTheory;butthisresearchfocusesonNeedTheory,astheconceptissuitable
withfarmers’situationinfield.Alderfer’sERG(existence,relatedness,andgrowth)Theoryisused
to explain farmers’ motivation as it explains the complete individual needs based on Maslow’s
hierarchicalneedsbutinadifferentoccasion.AccordingtoAlderfer,morethanonehumanneedcan
occuratthesametime.Forexample,amanagerwillchoosealuxuriousrestaurant(self-esteem)in
whichtohavedinnerwhenheishungry(aphysiologicalneed).ItdiffersfromMaslow’sopinionthat
humanneedshappeninasuccessiveorder:(1)physiological,(2)safety,(3)love,(4)self-esteem,and
(5)self-actualizationneed.Alderfertriedtoclassifyeachneedintothreegroups:existenceneeds,
includingphysiologicalandsafetyneeds;relatednessneeds,includingtheneedforlove;andgrowth
needs,comprisingself-esteemandself-actualizationneeds.Thelogicofthinkingusedinthisresearch
isbasedonfarmers’dailylife;forexample,afarmeremployslaborstohelphimfinishplantinga
certainnumberofseedlingsinadaybecauserainwillimmediatelycomelaterinthatsamemonth.The
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