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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

When students of different cultures come together to learn and make music, a special 
bond is created, and a sense of community is established. Music is a universal language 
that unites people of all cultures. From March 9-17, 2018, two choirs from New York 
University, the Modern Madrigals and the Jazz Choir, joined students from Shujitsu 
University in Okayama, Japan to exchange ideas and make connections through 
music. The chapter illustrates how the students of NYU and Shujitsu University 
achieved kyosei goal by sharing the experience of singing.
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Singing Together and Living Together

INTRODUCTION

When students from different cultures come together to learn and make music, a 
special bond is created, and a sense of community is established. From March 9 to 
17, 2018, two choirs from New York University, the Modern Madrigals and the Jazz 
Choir, visited Japan and joined Shujitsu University students and exchanged ideas 
and made connections through music. In this chapter, followed by an introduction of 
two different New York University choirs, the authors illustrate how the NYU and 
Shujitsu University students achieved kyosei goals through sharing the experience 
of singing. The study, explained in more detail in the following sections, illustrates 
the fact that music is a universal language that unites people of all cultures. Peer 
learning and communication occurs beyond words and in and through music.

The NYU Modern Madrigal Singers, directed by Nancy Shankman, the author 
of this segment, is a small, coed ensemble of 16 singers dedicated to the joy of a 
capella singing. Their challenging repertoire includes a wide variety of music from 
Renaissance Madrigals to Contemporary Theater, King Singers originals and all 
things in between. The group is trained to perform without a conductor. Singers are 
selected through university wide auditions. They work to develop excellent sight 
reading skills, and sing in quartets rather than sections; soprano, alto, tenor, bass, in 
order to learn how to blend their voices to sound like one. Vocalizations to increase 
range, advanced breathing techniques and develop listening skills are practiced at 
every rehearsal. Students often warm up in a circle, in the dark, with particular 
attention to improving pitch.

The Modern Madrigals are unique in many ways, including its number of singers, 
style of repertoire, execution of production and members’ expertise as musicians. The 
Modern Madrigals is a choral ensemble of 16-20 vocalists, dedicated to the joy of a 
capella singing. Their challenging repertoire includes everything from Renaissance 
to Rock, and the singers are trained to perform a capella, without a conductor, from 
memory. Every piece of music performed is staged or choreographed. Students are 
accepted by audition only, and must demonstrate good vocal technique and quality, 
as well as proficiency in sight reading.

The NYU Jazz Choir, based in New York City, is a unique ensemble dedicated 
to exploring the colorings of vocal jazz. The choir draws its repertoire from the 
traditional standards of jazz greats and contemporary arrangements from popular 
jazz groups including the Real Group, New York Voices, Manhattan Transfer, and 
the King Singers. Singers’ voices unite in exquisite harmonies and rhythms distinct 
to jazz to help promote the art form in new ways while respecting its cultural roots, 
performing either acapella or with a jazz trio. With an emphasis on swing and 
bebop styles, the choir utilizes many strong vocal soloists who present their own 
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