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ICTs and Improvement of Agriculture in 
the North West Region of Cameroon
Wuchu Cornelius Cornelius Wutofeh, ICT University, Yaoundé, Cameroon 

ABSTRACT

ThischapterevaluatesthelinkthatexistsbetweenICTsandthepromotionofagriculturalactivities.
ItpresentsformsofICTswithintheregion,agriculturalpractices,andhowtheyinteracttoenhance
development. Qualitative and quantitative research designs were adopted with the use of semi-
structuredinterviewsandobservationandquestionnaires.Dataderivedwascodedandanalyzedusing
appropriatestatisticalprocedurestocomeoutwiththefollowingfindings:diverseformsofICTs,
bothtraditionalandmodern,areavailableforthepopulationoftheNorthWestRegion;agricultural
activitiesintheNorthWestRegionwerefoundtobediversethoughsubsistence;ICTspresentwere
foundtobeverysignificantinpromotingagriculturalactivitiesintheregion.Despitetheproblemsthat
hindertheintegrationofICTsintheagriculturalsectoroftheregion,increasedcapitalandtraining
willhelpboostthissectorandenhancethesocio-economicdevelopmentoftheregion.

KeyWoRDS
Agriculture, ICTs, North West Region, Socio-Economic Development

1. INTRoDUCTIoN

Agriculturecanbedefinedasthegrowingofcropsandthetendingoflivestockwhetherforsubsistence
oftheproducersorforsaleorexchange.Asdefined,therearetwomainsubdivisionsofagriculture,
farmingandlivestock.First,considerfarmingwhichisthecultivationofcropsandwhichisthemain
activityofthepeopleoftheNorthWest.By2012,theNorthWestRegioncounted161032agricultural
familiesandapartfromchildren7personsinaverageoutof10,thatisabout70%ofthetotalpopulation
(1620000people)wereworkingintheagriculturalsector(2012developmentreportfortheregion).

ThetermInformationandCommunicationTechnologies(ICTs)isusedtorefertohardware,
software,networksandmediaforcollection,storage,processing,transmissionandpresentationof
informationintheformatsofvoice,data,textandimages(WorldBankICTGlossaryGuide).Assuch,
thenatureofICTsisdiverse,rangingfromtelephones,radiosandTVstomorecomplextechnologies
suchasInternettechnologies,mobiletelephony,computersanddatabases.

The‘raisond’être’ofthispaperistofindoutandevaluatetheavailableICTsthatcanbeused
andtheexistingagriculturalactivitiesoftheregion.Thereisequallytheneedtofindouthowthese
technologieshavecontributedtopromotingtheactivitywithintheregionaswellasthechallenges
faced.ThispaperthereforeseekstopresenttraditionalandmodernformsofICTswithintheregion,
theagriculturalpracticesandhowtheyinteracttoenhancedevelopment.
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2. CoNTeXTUAL BACKGRoUND

2.1. Agricultural Sector of the North West Region
Comparativelytootherregionsofthecountry,theNorthWesthasverylittlecultivatedland(about
20%asindicatedonTable1)despitethehighpotentialofthearablelanditpossesses.ItisonlyinNdu,
NdawaraandtheNdopplainsthatagroindustrialactivitiesarewelldevelopedbytheCameroonTea
estateforteaandUNVDAforrice.Intherestoftheregion,traditionalagricultureonsmallparcels
offamilylandofabout0.7haandattimeslessisusedwithrudimentarytoolsandverylittleinputs.

Thisagricultureismostlysubsistencewithlowyields.Itisasystemoffarmingthatinvolves
nearlytotalself-sufficiencyonthepartofitsmembers.Productionforexchangeisminimalandeach
familyorclose-knitsocialgroupreliesonitselfforitsfoodandotheressentialrequirements.Market
gardeninghashowevercometoamelioratethingsespeciallyinareassuchasSanta,BabankiTungo
wherehugequantitiesofvegetables(huckleberry,onion,carrots,tomatoes,etc)areproducedannually.

Themaincashcropscultivatedinthispartofthecountryinclude:

• Arabicacoffee,inNgoketunjia,DongaMantung,BoyoandMezamdivisions;
• RobustaCoffeeinMomo(WidikumandBatibo),Menchum(MenchumvalleyandFuruAwa)

andDongaMantung(MisajeandNwa);
• TeaatNdu,SantaandNdawara;
• CocoaiscultivatedinWidikum;
• OilpalmiscultivatedinMezam(Bafut),Momo(WidikumandBatibo),DongaMantung(Ako,

MbembeandNwa),Ngoketunjia(Bamunka)andMenchum(MenchumValley);
• RiceiscultivatedinNdopplain,Mbawplains,TingovalleyinBafutandMenchumValley;
• Wheat is cultivated in small quantities in Bui and Donga Mantung Divisions mainly for

consumption;
• Marketgardeningequallyoccupiesanimportantplaceintheagricultureofthisarea,particularly

inMezamandBuiDivisions.

Figure1representssomemajorcashcropslocatedwithintheNorthWestRegion.
Foodcropsareequallyimportantasfarastheagriculturalproductionoftheregionisconcerned.

Maizeconstitutesthemajorcerealinthisarea,followedbybeansgroundnuts.Tubershereinclude
cocoyams,cassava,yamsandpotatoes.Table1showstheproductionofselectedfoodcropswithin
theregionintheyear2012.Thetableshowsadiversityofcropscultivatedinthisregion.

Thereisalotofdiversitywithintheregionasfarascashcropcultivationisconcernedasindicated
onFigure1,WheatiscultivatedinthecoldareassuchasBuiandDongaMantungdivisions.Teais
growninthendawaraandNduareaswhichhaveaclimateadaptedtosuchcrops.Oilpalms,riceand
marketgardeningcropsequallyhasaplaceofimportanceincashcropproductionwithinthestudyarea.

2.1.1. Honey Production
Apicultureorbeefarmingisanoldeconomicactivitydatingbacktotheoriginsofthepeople.Inthe
KilumMountainForestforexample,beesareadaptedtoplants.Conditionssuchasclimate,vegetation,
socialtraditionsandeconomicsfavorbeekeepingintheregion.Assuch,honeyisbeingproduced
intheregioningreatquantity.TherearemanysmallfactoriesalongsideWONTSERDEVCIGand
OkuHoneyCooperation,suchasEstablishmentSamySamy,NgangandSonsEnterprise,which
collecthoneyfromfarmersforprimaryprocessing.Thepeakseasonforhoneyproductionisinthe
monthofMay.Twovarietiesofhoneyareproducedintheregion:whitehoney,whichisharvested
atanaltitudeof2,000-3,011meters;andbrownhoney,harvestedatanaltitudebelow2,000meters.
Honeyisharvestedfromnaturalbeehives.About2,000farmersareinvolvedinbeefarminginthe
regionparticularlyinBoyoandBuiandMezamDivision.AsindicatedonTable2,Buidivision
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