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ABSTRACT

This chapter consists of three major sections. It will start by providing an overview 
of the latest state of digital humanities development in Hong Kong. This first section 
is intended to serve as a follow-up to an earlier paper co-published by the author in 
2015 that discussed the results of a questionnaire sent to the eight public universities 
in Hong Kong. After this discussion of the general landscape, the second section 
will drill down to a more institution-specific level, providing an in-depth case study 
of Hong Kong Baptist University (HKBU) Library, which is seen as a local pioneer 
and leader in digital humanities. This section will highlight the library’s most 
recent initiatives and the positive responses of its university. The last section will 
discuss possible future directions of the HKBU Library, building on the successful 
partnerships developed with faculty members from diverse backgrounds, and the 
knowledge gained on data mining and data visualization during the course of the 
library’s provision of digital humanities support.
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INTRODUCTION

Although the concept of digital humanities had been introduced to the Hong Kong 
environment only very recently, it is exciting that considerable digital humanities 
activities have already taken place in Hong Kong in just the past five to six years. 
The momentum has built up particularly in universities and academic libraries. 
Undergraduate programs, cross-institutional conferences, course-embedded 
workshops, designated spaces, and various kinds of digital projects have been 
developed to facilitate the growth of digital humanities.

This chapter consists of three major sections. It begins with an overview of the 
latest state of digital humanities development in Hong Kong. This first section is 
intended to serve as a follow-up to an earlier paper co-published by the author in 2015, 
which discussed the results of a questionnaire sent to the eight public universities 
in Hong Kong. After this discussion of the general landscape, the second section 
drills down to a more institution-specific level, providing an in-depth case study of 
Hong Kong Baptist University (HKBU) Library, which is seen as a local pioneer 
and leader in digital humanities. This section highlights the library’s most recent 
initiatives and the positive responses of its university. The last section discusses 
possible future directions of the HKBU Library, through the successful partnerships 
the library has developed with faculty members from diverse backgrounds, and the 
knowledge gained on data mining and data visualization during the course of the 
library’s provision of digital humanities support. The library also recently released 
a faculty and student survey on research data services. By sharing the results of this 
survey, readers will gain a better understanding of the library’s future directions.

DIGITAL HUMANITIES DEVELOPMENT IN HONG KONG

Hong Kong’s Higher Education System

To provide adequate background for readers across the globe, this chapter will begin 
with a brief introduction to the higher education system in Hong Kong. Hong Kong 
is a small city in China that enjoys a high degree of autonomy compared to other 
autonomous regions in China. Hong Kong has only eight public universities and a 
number of private universities and higher institutions. See Table 1. On the basis of 
its long colonial history, Hong Kong’s higher education was basically modelled on 
the British system. Higher education was English-based (except for courses closely 
connected to Chinese language or non-English foreign languages) and started with 
a three-year bachelor’s program.
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