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ABSTRACT

Entrepreneurshiphasrecentlybecomeoneofthehottopicsinseveraldisciplinessuchasbusiness
administration,economy,sociology,etc.Thus,severalstudiesinseveralfieldsfocusonantecedentsand
consequencesofentrepreneurialintentionsandactivitiestogetdeeperinsightsaboutthephenomenon.
Furthermore,anotherrisingfieldofstudyisInformationandCommunicationTechnologies(ICT).
Thus,themainobjectiveofthepresentarticlewastodiscusspossiblerelationshipsbetweenthese
twocrucialconcepts,namelyentrepreneurshipandICT.
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1. INTRoDUCTIoN

Scholars in several fields discussed about a crucial question that whether the related field was
transformedintoa“scholardiscipline”.Findingsomeexamplesforthistypeofdiscussionispossible
inthefieldsof“businesshistory”(e.g.Kurt,2016),“organizationtheory”(e.g.Davis&Marquis,
2005),“strategicmanagement”(e.g.Booth,1998;Barney,2002),etc.Furthermore,asintheexample
of“strategichumanresourcemanagement”(Wright&McMahan,1992),disciplinarystatusofcertain
integratedfieldswasquestioned.

Fields largelyacceptedas a scholardiscipline sharecertaincommoncharacteristics suchas
widelysharedbeliefsbyagroupofscholarsonlimitsandfundamentalquestionsrelatedtothefield
andrecommendedmethodologiesforaddressingthesequestions(Eryılmaz,2016),etc.Inaddition
tothosementioned-above,increasedcomplexityinthetheoreticalandmethodologicalinfrastructure
ofafieldmaybeanotherindicator(Phelanetal.,2002).Thesediscussionsonthefieldsstatedabove
weresimilarinthefieldofentrepreneurship.Asaresultofsomeassessments,despitethedoubtsof
certainscholars(e.g.Rauch&Frese,2006),somestudies(e.g.Vesper,1988;Filion,1998;George
&Wadhwani,2006;Urban,2010)heraldedthatthefieldofentrepreneurshipwasinstitutionalized
andachievedthestatusof“scholarlydiscipline.”

Information and communication technologies (ICT) is another popular subject. ICT is a
prerequisiteofthecurrenteraofknowledge.Thesetechnologiestransformseveralsocietaldimensions
suchaspolitical,social, technological,etc.dimensions(Yusuf,2005).TheimpactofICTisalso
inevitableoneconomiclife.Thus,entrepreneurialintentionsandactivities,whichareconsideredas
oneoftheenginesofeconomiesbymanyscholars,willbothaffectandbeaffectedbydevelopments
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intheICT.Therefore,thepresentstudyaimedtoexaminepossibleinteractionsbetweenthesetwo
recenthottopics.

Initially,thepresentstudywillreviewthehistoricalrootsofentrepreneurship.Then,somefactors,
whicharetheantecedentsandconsequencesofentrepreneurship,willbeexamined.Inaddition,brief
informationonICTwillbepresented.Inthethirdsection,certainpossibleinteractionsbetweenthese
twoconceptswillbediscussed.Followingthissection,inthepartofconclusionanddirectionsfor
futureresearch,thestudywillprovideinformationonpossiblefuturetrendsinthefield.

2. LITERATURE REVIEw

2.1. Entrepreneurship
2.1.1. Historical Roots of Entrepreneurship and Certain Definitions by the Pioneers
Accordingtocertainscholars(e.g.Stevenson&Jarillo,1990),theconceptofentrepreneurshipwas
coinedbyRichard Cantillon (1680-1734),anIrish-Frencheconomist.Hederived theconceptof
“entrepreneur” from theFrenchword “entreprendre” thatmeans “toundertake” (Matlay, 2005).
Furthermore, Cantillon identified the origin of three main intellectual traditions (e.g. Austrian,
ChicagoandGerman)inthefieldofentrepreneurship(Hebert&Link,1989)andnamedbyJevon
as“thecradleofpoliticaleconomy”(Hayek,2005).Healsoemphasizedthatentrepreneurialactivity
includedbuyingatacertainpriceandtakingtheriskofsellingforanuncertainprice.Forexample,
whenanentrepreneurleasesafarmfromalandlord,moneypaidtolandlordisdefinite.However,the
priceofproductsthatwouldbeharvestedonthatlandcannotbeknown.Thenotionofuncertainty
madehimtoidentifyevenrobbersandbeggarsasspecialtypesofentrepreneur.Finally,accordingto
Cantillon,therearethreeclassesofeconomicactors;thelandlords,entrepreneursandhirelings,andthe
entrepreneursplaythemostcentralroleamongtheseclassesintheeconomy(Hebert&Link,1989).

AFrencheconomist,JeanBaptisteSay(1767-1832)improvedthedefinitionofentrepreneurship
byCantillon,addinganewelementof“combiningthefactorsofproduction”(Stevenson&Jarillo,
1990).Inadditiontothesetwopioneers,Englishpoliticaleconomistandphilosopher,JohnStuart
Mill(1806-1873)professedthatthemainelementthatdistinguishesanentrepreneurfromamanager
isrisktaking(Carlandetal.,1984).Similarly,Gartner(1989,p.62)definedentrepreneurshipas“the
creation of new organizations”. Furthermore, Francis Amasa Walker (1840-1897), an American
economistandeducator,wasanotherpioneerinthefield.Accordingtohim,anentrepreneurwasa
personwhowasbornwithaboveaveragetalentintheorganizationandcoordinationoffactorsof
production.Walkerconsideredthat therewasadifferencebetweentheinvestorwhosuppliesthe
requiredfundsforaninvestmentandreceivesacertainamountofinterestagainstthesefundsandthe
entrepreneurwhoprofitsfromhis/hermanagerialcapabilities(Balachandran&Sakthivelan,2013).

AnAustrian-bornAmericaneconomist,JosephAloisSchumpeter(1883-1950)alsobroughta
breathoffreshairintothefield.Schumpeter,whowasinspiredbycertainintellectualssuchasBöhm-
Bawerk,Marx,Menger,Walras,WeberandWieser(Hebert&Link,1989),definedentrepreneurs
as agents of change in an economy (Jones & Wadhwani, 2006) and considered the agents as a
vehiclethatimprovestheeconomyasawhole.AccordingtoSchumpeter,innovationisatthecenter
of entrepreneurship. In parallel, Schumpeter defined “enterprise” as forming newcombinations.
Entrepreneuristheindividualwhoinventsthesenewcombinations.Atthispoint,Schumpeterseemed
tofeelthatitwasnecessarytoclarifytheterm“newcombination”.AccordingtoSchumpeter,there
maybe several typesofnewcombinations suchas:1) introducinganewcommodityor service
tothemarket;2)utilizinganewproductionmethod;3)enteringintoanewmarketthatdoesnot
haveinformationonthepresentcommodity;4)discoveringanewinputsource(e.g.,rawmaterial
/halfmanufacturedgoods)andfinally;5)changingthestructureofmarketbycreatingorbreaking
amonopolyinthemarket(orindustrialreorganization).Forexample,threeyearsago,aJapanese
companyannouncedthatitwillstarttogenerateelectricityusingbamboo(Milliyet,2015).Thismay
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