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ABSTRACT

Thepresentarticleisontheroleoflanguageineducation.Thisarticlecollectedopinionsofrespondents
abouttherolethatlanguageplaysintheprocessoflearningandeducation.Subjectswereaskedabout
theirpreferredmediumsofinstructionandtheirfeelingsaboutstudyinginaparticularmediumof
instruction.Thestudyalsofocusedonthereasonswhytherespondentsoptedforacertainmedium
ofinstruction.Relationshipsbetweenproficienciesinthefirstandsecondlanguage,i.e.,Urduand
Englishwereevaluated.Otherfindingswererelatedtotheirproficiencyinthefirstlanguage,gender,
placeofresidence,socialpressure,themediumofinstructionandqualityofeducation.Attheend,
recommendationsdevelopedbyresearchersaretoclarifytheissuesregardingtheroleoflanguage
ineducation.
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INTRodUCTIoN

Languageisthekeyelementofeducation,andliteracyisaperson’sabilitytoreadandwrite(Bruner,
1975).AccordingtoUNESCO,literacyisaperson’s‘abilitytoidentify,understand,interpret,create,
communicateandcompute,usingprintedandwrittenmaterialsassociatedwithvaryingcontexts’.To
performallofthesefunctionstheimportanceoflanguagecannotbeignored.

Manistheonlybeingwhichhasbeenendowedwiththeabilitytospeakandcommunicate;this
powerhasnotbeengrantedtoanyotherspecies.Itdevelopsanindividual’sintellectualcapability
andmakeshimtothinkabstractconcepts.Languageisasocialconceptandisdefinedbyman’s
communitylife.Socializationandpoliticalthoughtaredirectlyrelatedtoman’sabilitytocommunicate
(Lawton,2002).

Pakistanisacountryofdiverseculturesandsixmajorlanguagesarespokeninthiscountry.
Alongsidethesesixlanguages,over57otherlanguagesarespoken.UrduandEnglishcontrolthe
domainsofpower,asUrduisthenationallanguageandEnglishistheofficiallanguage.Someofthe
smallerlanguageshavebecomeextinctduetotheimportancegiventoUrduandEnglish.Thenational
languageUrduisspokenby7.5%oftheentirepopulationofPakistan.Atthetimeofpartition,itwas
spokenbythepeoplewhohadmigratedfromIndiatoPakistan.TheycametosettleinurbanSindh
andastheywereeducatedpeople,theydominatedthebureaucracy,eventhoughtheywereonly3%
ofthetotalpopulation(Rahman,1996).
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Indigenouspeoplehave to learnUrduandEnglish togeta jobandsettle in theprivateand
publicsectors.TheelitesofthecountrystrivedforthecontinuationofEnglishasitdifferentiates
themfromthemasses.Thus,bothoftheselanguagesbecameidentity-markerratherthanameansof
communicationandimpartingknowledge(Rahman,2003).

Historical Background of Languages in Pakistan
WhenPakistanemergedasanindependentnationin1947,fromtheBritishcolony,thereweremany
diverseethnicgroupsinthenewstate, theseincluded;Bengalis,Punjabis,Sindhis,Pashtunsand
Balochs.Morethan50%ofthepopulationofthenewstatewereBengalis,whoin1971separated
fromPakistanandformedtheirownindependentstate,Bangladesh.Thisseparationhadmanyreasons
inthebackgroundthatincludedethnicandlinguisticreasonsaswell.Urduwaschosentobethe
nationallanguagewhichmadealltheotherlanguagesgointothebackgroundandmadethemlose
theirworth.Variousconstitutionshavealsoledtodisregardthevariouslinguisticandethnicgroups
inPakistan(Ayres,2003).

There are four major languages spoken in Pakistan, which make a majority of the entire
population,butareaminoritywithrespecttotheentirepopulation.Allofthemhavetheirdiverse
cultures,geographyaswellashistory,andareindigenousintheirareas,butshareacommonreligion,
i.e.,Islam.Table1showsthepercentageofspeakersinPakistanthatspeakeachdifferentlanguage.

Punjabi,spokenbybothIndianandPakistaniPunjabis,isamajorlanguageandusedforprivate
pleasureinboththecountries,andalsoasadomainofpowerintheIndianPunjab.Pashtoisspoken
inKhyberPakhtunkhwa,tribalareasofPakistanandinAfghanistan;itisalsousedasadomainof
powerandisthesecondlargestlanguagespokeninPakistan.TwoothermajorlanguagesareSindhi
andBalochiwhichgivedistinctculturalcharacteristicstothepeoplewhospeakthem.

JUSTIFICATIoN oF STUdy

TheFinanceMinisterofPakistan,SenatorMuhammadIshaqDaron2ndJune2016,claimedthatthe
literacyrateinPakistanis60%,inaneconomicsurveyfortheoutgoingfiscalyear2015-16.But,
theeducationsysteminPakistanisfacingmanyproblems,suchasthedualmediumofeducation,
irrelevantcurricula,inadequatetextbooksandabsenceofapropereducationpolicy.Thechoiceof
languageisalsoacomplexissuedrivenbypoliticalandethnicfactors,andalsobyclassandeconomic
considerations.

• Languageplaysavitalroleineducation;ifthechildrenaretaughtinalanguagethattheyare
usedtospeakathome,thenevenparentswithnoformaleducationcantakepartintheeducation

Table 1. Languages Spoken in Pakistan

Languages Percentage of Speakers

Punjabi 44.15%

Pashto 15.42%

Sindhi 14.1%

Saraiki 10.53%

Urdu 7.57%

Balochi 3.57%

Other 4.0%

Source: Census 1998
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