211

Chapter 10

Educators’ Attitude
and Barriers Toward

Educational Research:
A Basis for Research Policies
and Guideline
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ABSTRACT

This chapter is undertaken in a Philippine research context that has been described
as mired in wicked problems. In the age of the Anthropocene and faced with
increasing pressure to become research productive, this chapter contends that the
state of research in a Philippine context is highly-complex. Using a cross sectional
design, a questionnaire on educators’ attitudes toward educational research was
used to determine its underlying dimensions and correlate them with educators’
demographic characteristics. A total of 286 volunteered respondents from selected
universities/colleges in selected regions in the Philippines participated in the study.
T-test, Anova, Pearson correlation, Factor Analysis, and Structural Equation Model
was used for data analysis. Findings of the study determined that research training is
very important to improve educators’ research skill and have better understanding of
research output. Prioritizing it requires time, effort and resources to learn and make
use of research. It is also important to consider that the school administrators’ moral
support and mentoring have a great factor in educators’ motivation to conduct quality
research. Decreasing or eliminating the barriers to research requires strengthening
their positive attitude towards research.
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Educators’ Attitude and Barriers Toward Educational Research
INTRODUCTION

The language of research is the growing focal point of interest of educators (Dusi,
Girelli, Tacconi, & Sita, 2011). This is a great paradigm shift from simply a teacher
teaching in a classroom to a teacher involved into research (Butt, 2013). Durmus
(2006) stated that a teacher doing research could develop the teacher and teaching
or/and generate knowledge, but “teacher as a researcher” predominates teachers’
lack of understanding and use of research outcomes. When teachers come to think
of research you may hear the words, “difficult”, “no time”, “no resources”, “family
first”, and “no skills”. These words are very popular to faculty members who are not
into research and would rather do household chores, go somewhere else than to sit
down and gather related literature. This phenomenon, this researcher speculates, is
not only the problem of one institution but a widespread dilemma for the Philippine
State. Correspondingly, the recorded number of researchers nationwide is dismal
(National Health Research Registry, 2016). This reveals a situation that provides
opportunities for some but an unfortunate predicament to many.

The challenge of Association of Southeast Asian Network (ASEAN) 2015
integration necessitates most of the Colleges or Universities in the Philippine regions
to insure quality learning in higher education. In preparation for this, collaboration
in research is one of the primary factors where Colleges or Universities could keep
abreast with the internationalization of educational standards (Geronimo, 2014).
Consequently, Philippine universities and colleges are pressured to improve their
research capabilities in response to ASEAN environmental influences. Thus,
educators’ engagement in academic research and research publication must be
enhanced and strengthened.

Research Context in the Philippines:
A State of Wicked Problems

The Philippines is still in its infancy in terms of educational research practice and
publications. Correspondingly, Castafieda mentioned in his statement that, the
“Commission on higher education (CHED) always has money for research but,
despite this, research is not yet a strong suit of even the top universities in the country”
(Geronimo, 2014). It can be argued that the research context in the Philippines is
languishing in dire straits. Ocampo already identified how the Philippines seems
to be perennially embroiled in wicked problems (Ocampo, 2012). In the field of
education, the inventory undertaken by Bernardo identified that only two Higher
Education Institutions (HEIs) out of the total 223, fall into the category of “doctoral/
research university” while the rest were considered teaching HEIs (Bernardo,
2003). This stark statistical information alone points to a wicked problem: 99.9% of

212



21 more pages are available in the full version of this
document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"
button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-

global.com/chapter/educators-attitude-and-barriers-toward-

educational-research/212478

Related Content

Factor Analysis of the Sydney Metro's ITS: System Integration Iteration
Koorosh Gharehbaghi, Kenneth Farnes, Kathryn M. Robsonand Neville Hurst (2021).
International Journal of Strategic Engineering (pp. 1-13).
www.irma-international.org/article/factor-analysis-of-the-sydney-metros-its/279642

When Journalism Met the Internet: Old Media and New Media Greet the
Online Public

Mike Dillon (2015). Contemporary Research Methods and Data Analytics in the News
Industry (pp. 1-16).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/when-journalism-met-the-internet/132903

Digital Forensic Investigation of the Xiyu Pagoda Lighthouse

Richard W. L. Wong, Anthony K. H. Leung, Brad Newand Steve Ching (2019). Digital
Humanities and Scholarly Research Trends in the Asia-Pacific (pp. 181-199).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/digital-forensic-investigation-of-the-xiyu-pagoda-
lighthouse/220629

Interdisciplinary Solutions for Tertiary Education Institutions and a Stagnating
Labor Market in Jordan: A Case Study at a Public University

Mohammed S. Shunnagand Susanne Ramadan Shunnaq (2018). Promoting
Interdisciplinarity in Knowledge Generation and Problem Solving (pp. 38-54).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/interdisciplinary-solutions-for-tertiary-education-institutions-

and-a-stagnating-labor-market-in-jordan/190508

Scholarly Voice and Academic Identity: A Systematic Review of Doctoral
Student Agency

Kenneth L. Rigler Jr., Christina Maria Anastasia, Abeni EI-Aminand Robin Throne
(2021). Handbook of Research on Developing Students’ Scholarly Dispositions in
Higher Education (pp. 63-89).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/scholarly-voice-and-academic-identity/285112



http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/educators-attitude-and-barriers-toward-educational-research/212478
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/educators-attitude-and-barriers-toward-educational-research/212478
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/educators-attitude-and-barriers-toward-educational-research/212478
http://www.irma-international.org/article/factor-analysis-of-the-sydney-metros-its/279642
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/when-journalism-met-the-internet/132903
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/digital-forensic-investigation-of-the-xiyu-pagoda-lighthouse/220629
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/digital-forensic-investigation-of-the-xiyu-pagoda-lighthouse/220629
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/interdisciplinary-solutions-for-tertiary-education-institutions-and-a-stagnating-labor-market-in-jordan/190508
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/interdisciplinary-solutions-for-tertiary-education-institutions-and-a-stagnating-labor-market-in-jordan/190508
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/scholarly-voice-and-academic-identity/285112

