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ABSTRACT

ThisarticlepresentstheBrazil-UnitedKingdom(BR-UK)DanceMedicineandScience
(DMS)Networkasapotentplaceforpoetic-creativeresearch.ThroughtheBR-UK
DMSNetwork,institutionssuchastheUniversityofWolverhampton,aleaderinthe
DMS field, the National Institute of Dance Medicine and Science, formed by this
UniversityandBirminghamRoyalBallet,OneDanceUK,TrinityLabanandUniversity
ofBirmingham,started,in2016,abroaddialoguewiththeBrazilianStateUniversities
ofGoiás andCampinas,FederalUniversitiesofGoiás,SãoPauloandRioGrande
doSul,FederalInstitutesofGoiásandBrasíliaandSalgadodeOliveiraUniversity,
aswellaswithotherstakeholdersfromtheprivatesectorandindividuals, inorder
tocreateaninternationalcooperation.Themainobjectiveistodevelopresearchand
collaborativeservicesduringa15-yearperiod,establishingtransdisciplinarywaysfor
theadvancementofthepartnershipbetweenDance,ScienceandHealth.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

Theobjectiveof thisarticle is to reflect aboutDanceMedicine&Science (DMS)
asafieldofstudyanddrawuponthepossibilities that theBrazil-UnitedKingdom
(BR-UK)DMSNetworkprovidesinformingnewresearchgroupstoconsolidatethe
productionofknowledgeandthecreationofservicesinthisarea.Throughahistorical
perspectivebased-literaturesearch,itintendstopresentacriticalviewofthegenesis
of BR-UK Network, touching upon the potential and challenges of DMS in both
regions,inordertohighlightthefactthateventhoughHealthandScienceemergeas
collaboratorsintheresearchofthemedicalaspectsinDance,theyalsocontributeto
researchofDancePoetryandCreativity.

BACKGRoUND

TheDMSfieldcametobeknownbetweenthe1970’sand1980’s,emergingfromthe
integrationofareasandtheneedsthatsurfacedwiththediscoverythatthedemands
oftheprofessionaldancepracticeitself,exhaustiveand/ormisapplied,couldcause
seriousandnumerousinjuries(Ryan,1997).Thesefindingswereinitiallymadeby
schoolsandcompaniesofclassicalballet.Eventhoughprofessionaldancetriggeredthe
organizationoftheDMSfield,DanceandMedicinehavealwaysbeenunited(Calvo,
2000),sincethepracticeofancientritualdancestohealmany,orthroughtheuseof
danceforchildrenwithspecialneeds,forinstance.Consequently,studiesinDance
Medicine have permeated other fields of study, such as Anthropology, Sociology,
Health,PhysicalEducation,Recreation,andDanceTherapy,evenbeforethe1950’s
(International Council for Health, Physical Education, Recreation, Sport & Dance
[ICHPER-SD],2018).Therefore,itcouldbestatedthataprecisedefinitionforthe
DMSfield,hybridinnature,hascomeaboutwhentheHumanMovementSciences
embraceddanceasatopicofdiscussionandacademicresearch.

Historically, the first record known of the organization of injuries in corporal
practices dates to circa 1713, by Bernardino Ramazzini in his book “Diseases of
theworkers”,intheareaofoccupationalhealth.Inthe19thcentury,thediseasesof
athletesbegantobewidelydescribedandin1928thetermSportsMedicinewasfirstly
used at the 2nd Winter Olympic Games in Switzerland (Ryan, 1997). Even though
OccupationalandSportsMedicinehadofficiallybeenrecognizedbythelate1920’s,
DanceMedicinewasstillmarginalizedasafield.

Inthedevelopmentofresearchandadvancementofthearea,thefirstdanceinjuries
wereofficiallyidentifiedinthe“Occupationalmarksandotherphysicalsigns.”,written
byFrancescoRonchese,in1948.AccordingtoCalvo(2000),Ronchesedescribedthat
dancecouldmodifythestructureofaballerina’sfeetandcauseahypertrophyofthe
calves.Asaresult,thefieldofDMSbecameknownbetweenthe1970’sand1980’s,
stemmingfromanoutgrowthoftheSportsScienceandSportsMedicineboomoccurred
bythattime.Fromthispointonwards,andtoagreaterextentfromthe1970’sdance
medicinepublicationswereavailableespeciallyinRussian,BelgianandFrench(Calvo,
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