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ABSTRACT

This chapter outlines the many ways in which reflective teaching could be adopted
during formal teacher inductions. It sums up the induction policies, programs, and
reflective teaching methodology facilitated in the curricula in a number of countries.
Policies and activities in Turkey where reflective teaching has recently begun to show
informal teacher induction programs will be discussed. Problems regarding practice
of reflective teaching during induction programs in Turkey and some others will be
reviewed. Reflective teaching practices during pre-service training prior to formal
induction will be mentioned. Research that highlights ways in which teachers can
develop their reflective teaching will be explored. Finally, some recommendations
that might help enhance novice teachers’ reflective teaching perceptions will be made.

INTRODUCTION

A school manager was heard saying “We’ve had a tremendously hard year this year as
we’ve worked with more novice teachers!” Though this statement propogates limited
information, the following assumptions could still be made. Firstly, formal induction
of the teachers that had started work just that year may not have gone very well and,
as such, a number of shortcomings may have been experienced in the programme.
Certainly, we would require more information in order to be able to draw any firm
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conclusions. However, one could easily say to the manager “It is absolutely normal
for those new teachers to have had such a hard year and so have you!”

As professional knowledge is a required competency in the real educational
contexts (Schon, 1987), as is the case in many other countries, novice teachers in
Turkey face many professional, social and emotional induction problems (Akdag,
2012; Korkmaz, Saban, & Akbagli, 2004; Oztiirk, 2008; Yilmaz, 2004). For novice
teachers, reflection is a gateway to resolve such problems (Hammond & Collins,
1991) by the way of initiating to think on their teaching and get feedback from other
stakeholders of the curriculum they instruct. Additionally, as Van Manen (1995)
argues, reflection helps them investigate the very nature of teaching-related theories
and the impact they bear on real-life learning situations.

Therefore, in order to help address some of the issues, induction programmes
play an important role in novice teachers’ learning to deal with their multi-
faceted problems as well as their continuous professional development (European
Commission [EC], 2010). Many countries have recently designed and developed
formal induction programmes. One of the key objectives of such programmes is to
help novice teachers develop their reflective teaching skills (EC, 2010; Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Development [OECD], 2014a).

This chapter has three purposes: to give theoretical knowledge about reflective
teaching in summary, to present some studies on reflective teaching in Turkey, and
to make some suggestions to improve the reflective teaching activities in induction
processes. Furthermore, this chapter hopes to inspire teacher education policy
makers in deliberation on reflective teaching for the novice teachers; to provide
some knowledge and advice for teacher educators (school administrators, mentors
and university staff) in terms of mentoring novice teachers on reflective teaching; to
provide novice teachers with some practical hints to make the most of their reflective
teaching in induction processes; and to help draw educational researchers’ attention
to the research problems on reflective teaching.

BACKGROUND

Education can be likened to an ocean since it is a vast area comprising political,
societal, economic, psychological, aesthetical, etc. constituents. In order to be able
to live, develop and help others develop in this ocean, a teacher needs to be an expert
swimmer/teacher. Also, learning to swim/teach is a life and career-long learning
process that begins during pre-service. For that reason, acquision of basic swimming/
teaching skills is so vital for one so that they will not get lost in the ocean of education.
Teachers whose reflective teaching practice has grown during pre-service education
may assimilate fundamental teaching knowledge and skills and continue to develop

85



26 more pages are available in the full version of this
document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"
button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-
global.com/chapter/a-booster-for-turkish-novice-
teachers/209622

Related Content

Informing Teaching Through Community Engagement: A New Zealand
Approach

Trish Lewis, Letitia Hochstrasser Fickel, Glynne Mackeyand Des Breeze (2018).
Handbook of Research on Service-Learning Initiatives in Teacher Education
Programs (pp. 278-298).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/informing-teaching-through-community-engagement/200034

Using Reflection to Increase Self-Regulation Among Pre-Service Teachers
Meagan Caridad Arrastia-Chisholm, Kelly M. Torresand Samantha Tackett (2018).
Fostering Reflective Teaching Practice in Pre-Service Education (pp. 148-165).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/using-reflection-to-increase-self-regulation-among-pre-

service-teachers/187777

The Need for Social and Emotional Learning and Teacher Training During
the COVID-19 Pandemic

Emine Tunc, Nausheen Hossain, Ambereen Hagand Yetkin Yildirim (2022).
Redefining Teacher Education and Teacher Preparation Programs in the Post-
COVID-19 Era (pp. 18-32).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-need-for-social-and-emotional-learning-and-teacher-

training-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/294687

Offline Peer Dialogue in Asynchronous Computer-Mediated Communication
Activities for L2 Teacher Development

Keiko Kitade (2016). Teacher Education: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and
Applications (pp. 1038-1059).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/offline-peer-dialogue-in-asynchronous-computer-mediated-

communication-activities-for-12-teacher-development/153350



http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/a-booster-for-turkish-novice-teachers/209622
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/a-booster-for-turkish-novice-teachers/209622
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/a-booster-for-turkish-novice-teachers/209622
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/informing-teaching-through-community-engagement/200034
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/using-reflection-to-increase-self-regulation-among-pre-service-teachers/187777
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/using-reflection-to-increase-self-regulation-among-pre-service-teachers/187777
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-need-for-social-and-emotional-learning-and-teacher-training-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/294687
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-need-for-social-and-emotional-learning-and-teacher-training-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/294687
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/offline-peer-dialogue-in-asynchronous-computer-mediated-communication-activities-for-l2-teacher-development/153350
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/offline-peer-dialogue-in-asynchronous-computer-mediated-communication-activities-for-l2-teacher-development/153350

Bridging Social Justice-Oriented Theories to Practice in Teacher Education
Utilizing Ethical Reasoning in Action and Case-Based Teaching
Kara Maura Kavanagh (2020). Integrating Social Justice Education in Teacher

Preparation Programs (pp. 185-207).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/bridging-social-justice-oriented-theories-to-practice-in-

teacher-education-utilizing-ethical-reasoning-in-action-and-case-based-teaching/256320



http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/bridging-social-justice-oriented-theories-to-practice-in-teacher-education-utilizing-ethical-reasoning-in-action-and-case-based-teaching/256320
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/bridging-social-justice-oriented-theories-to-practice-in-teacher-education-utilizing-ethical-reasoning-in-action-and-case-based-teaching/256320

