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ABSTRACT

The present chapter discusses to what extent the rise of new risks and dangers, modernity has brought,
has causing the end of tourism. The answer to the above formulated questions is not easy, and of course,
it exhibits a fertile ground to be explored in other approaches. The ceaseless news about violence,
cruelty, wars and deaths have serious negative impacts on audience worldwide. Though policy makers
have devoted their time and efforts in looking for new alternative segments where death replaces the
allegory of beautiness, giving as a result new products as dark-tourism, slum-tourism, disaster-tourism
or doom-tourism, other problems arise. The curiosity for tourists in visiting spaces of mass death or
extreme suffering contradicts not only its nature as a mechanism of revitalization and relaxes but may
very well lead to narcissism which in fact is the end of tourism.

INTRODUCTION

Although tourism seems to be a globalized and growing industry dotted of a great resiliency to face
disasters as earthquakes, floods, virus outbreaks and even terrorist blows, no less true is that some in-
dicators show that we are next to the end of tourism. Policy-makers today not only are urged to answers
problems generated in other geographical points or by other agents who are external to tourist system,
but also are tested to offer innovative solutions to slippery matters. Tourist experts have no real solu-
tion to deter terrorism, but should deal with the idea a next attack can suddenly happen anytime and
anywhere, which means that the urgency of policy makers to present competitive products is conducive
to the attractiveness these places cultivate for terrorist. Security and safety have been posed as the main
interests for international demand. This happens because of two main reasons. At a first glance, unlike
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our grant-parents, we are accustomed to follow our curiosity at time holidays. The quest for novelty or
something new has transformed in the primary motive of holidays. Secondly, quite aside from these
heritage seekers, tourism has consolidated as one of the most important industries of the world. As a
result of this, some cells have acknowledged that the fact of killing tourists is a useful tool to create
political instability. Once the credibility of state is seriously affected, their demands would be echoed
in an easier way. Sociologically speaking, the anatomy of nation-state was based on welfare paradigm,
where officialdom understood that intervention was an efficient instrument to prevent risks, and uncon-
templated dangers, leading society towards a zero-risk atmosphere.

From the end of WWII, industrial societies appealed to the conception of risk-zero programs, which
proclaimed that rational planning aimed at protecting the citizenry may eradicate risks to make from
our neighborhoods a safer place to dwell on. Not only this not happen, but the decline of Soviet Union,
the globalization of economies accelerated the complexity of a system which shows serious problems
to mitigate the negative effects of risks, even these risks are generated by the introduced technology
by West. A type of Run-away modernity in terms of Giddens (1999) paves the ways for new fears and
problems that affected the functionability of tourism industry as never before. The experts and planners
devoted considerable attention to promotes programs or models that help nuancing the effects of sudden
disasters (Pforr & Hosie, 2009; Ritchie, 2004; 2009; Korstanje, 2011b; Blake & Sinclair, 2003; Cohen
& Neal, 2010). In view of the limited time and space, this essay review does not focus on the connection
of globalization with modernity, but explores to what extent risk perception is enrooted in the process of
communication. In the discussion the goals are twofold, on one hand, we review the existent literature
in risk perception theory applied in tourism, but at the same time we alert on the exhaustion of tourism.
As Gale (2008) noted, we are living in a world where tourism is dying. Since this is an essay, a concep-
tual piece which does not need further methodologies, we opt to avoid any methodology (qualitative or
quantitative) to pose the issue in the tapestry. Rather, the discussion is aimed at stimulating the debate
on the possibility tourism is declining as a result of risk inflation and the advance of terrorism.

What Motivates Terrorists?

Undoubtedly the main threat for policy makers in tourism fields is terrorism, like for West. This is the
reason why a section respecting to some risk perception theory applied on terrorism is reserved. One
decade before 9/11, an event in Egypt shocked the world, Luxor Massacre. In this attack, perpetrated in
1977, 58 international tourists and 4 policemen were in cold blood murdered changing the paradigms of
geopolitics forever. Nation-states have fomented a much wider process of securitization which consists in
the orchestration of different policies in order for First world travellers (US and Europe) to be protected
while they are abroad. Unlike other decades, where attacks were perpetrated against politicians, today
tourists are targeted so that some separatist cells cause political instability in developed nation-states. As
Ambassadors of their cultures, tourists not only are vulnerable for locals, but also appeal to the sense of
hospitality where modern nation-state is based. For those states which cannot protect aliens their cred-
ibility is undermined. In this vein, Somnez argues that terrorism seeks to destabilize nation state in order
to instill terror. That way, their demands are easily addressed by politicians. One of the most important
aspects to take in mind is the fact that because tourists are vulnerable agents who are unfamiliar with
the visited soil, are target of these cells (Somnez, 1998). Some voices commanded by Abraham Pizam
will explore the role played by psychological resentment in the configuration of terrorism. Per these
scholars, those peoples who are living in pour conditions or subject to pauperism still is fertile ground
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