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ABSTRACT

The study was carried out to examine articles published in Bayero Journal of Interdisciplinary
Studies(BJIS).Thestudywascarriedoutquantitatively,61articlespublishedintheBayeroJournal
ofInterdisciplinaryStudiesfrom2008-2013weresurveyedtocarryoutthestudyanddescriptive
statisticswasusedtomakeanalysis.ThecollaborationofauthorsdiscoveredinBJIShasverylittle
implicationforthenationalintegrationofNigeria,65.6%ofarticlespublishedinBJISweresingle
authoredand75.4%ofauthorsinBJIScomefromthenorth-westregionofNigeria.4geographical
regionsofNigeriawerecovered,while2werenotcoveredatall in thejournal.Datashowsthat
knowledgetransferoccurwhenauthorsfromotherregionspublishinthenorth-westregionwhere
BJISispublished.Itisrecommendedthatpublishersshouldcarryoutfrequentassessmentofwhere
thearticlestheypublishemanatefromandusesuchassessmenttoachievebalanceinthespread,
visibilityandpatronageoftheirjournal.
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INTRodUCTIoN

Anauthorisapersonorgroupofpersonsresponsiblefortheintellectualandartisticcontentofa
document.Theresponsibilityforauthorshipcouldbebyasingleperson,agroupofpeople,acorporate
organizationoragovernment.Thus,authorshipconstitutesapopulationfromwhichemergespatterns
suchassingleormultipleauthorship(Udofia,2002).

Thevalueofauthorshipintheacademicsettinginfluencesalotinthehiring,tenure,promotion,
awardsandgrantstoscholarswhoteachinhigherinstitutionsoflearning(Smith,Hunt&Master,
2014). Multiple or collaborative authorship involving two or more authors is a major drive in
modernresearch.Infact,itishighlyacknowledgedintheacademia.Comparedtosingleauthorship,
collaborativeauthorshipismoregratifyingintermsofincreasedacceptance,expertise,accuracyand
visibility(Osadebe,2010).
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AuthorshipstudyisafieldofspecializationinLibraryandInformationSciences.Itisanimportant
factor incitationanalysis thathelps inunderstanding the featureofmodernscience.Essentially,
whenevertheauthorshipinjournalsisstudied,itcreatesasuperficialportraitthatdescribesquality,
maturityandproductivityofknowledgeinafieldorazone(Anyi,Zainab&Annuar,2009).Apart
fromrevealing the salient featuresofadocument, authorshippattern informsusofhowauthors
communicatetotheirreaders.Thus,evaluatingsourcesisaverycrucialpartofalibrarian’sjob.
Harande(2001)substantiatedthatstudyingauthorsofdocumentedinformationcarriedoutusing
bibliometricsdoesnotonlyleadtoknowingauthorshippatternalone,italsoleadstoknowingthe
mostproductiveauthors thatcouldbereferredbylibrarianstootherresearchers toconduct their
research,andevenlibrarieswhenevertheneedtoacquireinformationarises.

ThedocumentedinformationthatisthefocusofthisstudyisTheBayero Journal of Interdisciplinary 
Studies(BJIS).Itisabi-annualpublicationwhichservesasaplatformforinterdisciplinaryexchange
ofideaswithinthebroadareasofsocialscience,thehumanities,pureandappliedsciences,law,
environmental studies, agriculture, education, technologyandmedicine.Basically, the journal is
interestedinresearchedarticlesandbookreviewspresentedinclearandrefreshingEnglishandon
afore-mentioneddisciplineswhichdiscussissuesfrommulti-disciplinaryperspective.

Apart frominformationabout themostproductiveauthor inasubject, little isknownabout
authorshippatterninBayero Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies(BJIS),letalonethegeographical
distributionofauthorsthatwouldenablereaderstoknowwhichgeopoliticalzoneofNigeriaismost
productiveincommunicatingtothereadersofBJIS.Thisstudyiscarriedouttoportrayauthorship
pattern,authorcollaborationandknowledgetransferamongthegeographicalzonesofNigeria.

oBJeCTIVeS oF THe STUdy

Thespecificobjectivesunderlyingthestudyare:

1. TodeterminetheauthorshippatterninBayero Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies(BJIS).
2. TomeasurethedegreeofcollaborationinBayero Journal of interdisciplinary Studies(BJIS).
3. To determine the geographical distribution of authored papers in Bayero Journal of 

Interdisciplinary Studies(BJIS).
4. TouncoverthedegreeofknowledgetransferinBayero journal of Interdisciplinary Studies(BJIS).

LITeRATURe ReVIew

Measuringauthorshipandauthorcollaborationdependonthenamesofauthorsthatappearona
document.Although,usingnamesisayardstickformeasuringauthorshippattern,academicfraud,
such as where a person’s name appears for social or economic reason without any intellectual
contribution,underminesauthenticityofauthorshipstudies.AccordingtoKatzandMartin(1997),
twomainreasonsareresponsibleforcollaboration.Oneisthatauthorscollaborateduetoeconomic
reasons,thatis,theneedtofundpublishing.Thesecondreasonisthatcollaborationexistspurelyfor
intellectualandsocialinfluence.

Managements of academic institutions acknowledge the value of collaborative research and
placeemphasisonit,onlythatthisacknowledgedvalueandemphasisisnotcommensuratewiththe
rewardorcreditgiven.Udofia(2002)notedthattherewardsystemforintellectualworkinNigeria
diminishesauthorshippatternand thequest for increasedcollaboration.What therewardsystem
lookslikeissuchthatcreditreceivedforauthorshipdiminisheswithadditionofmoreauthorstoa
pieceofscholarlywork.

Harande(2001)studiedauthorproductivityasacorrelateofauthorcollaborationintheliterature
oftechnologyanddiscoveredthatproductivitycorrelateswithcollaboration.Therateofauthorshipin
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