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ABSTRACT

Studiesencompassingmedia-effectsareaprimesubjectforsocialsciencescholars
worldwide. The dilemma lies in the very fact that in Pakistan this issue of great
significancehasnotbeenpaidproperattention.Juveniledelinquencyisoneof the
majorissuesthatcauseagreathindranceinthesocialprogressofanysociety.Itnot
onlycreatesanxietyandaggressioninyouth,butalsoturnsproductivehumansinto
a destructive force against family, society and nation. This research endeavors to
discovertheconsequencesofviolenceinmovieswithrespecttoPakistaniyouthand
uncoveringaconnectionbetweensubjectiontosuchtypeofcontentandconsequently
criminalpropensities.Publicizedresearchhasexaminedmediaeffectswithavariety
ofconsequences;thisresearchhasempiricalevidencethatexhibitstheveryfactthat
violenceinthemediacausesdelinquency,thuspromotingcriminalbehavior,especially
withinthecontextofPakistanisociety.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

In the contemporary era, movies are considered as one of the most important
entertainmentsource,especially inourcountrywhere there isa lackofsourcesof
entertainment.Moviesasamediumarenotonlyacheapsourceofentertainment,but
alsoaninfluentialtooltoexploitmindsoftheviewers.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization carried
outaninternational,firstofitskindsurveyonchildrenandmediaviolenceduring
1996-1997,“UNESCOglobalstudyonmediaviolence”asa joint researchproject
underthesupervisionofProfessorDr.JoGroebel(UtrechtUniversity-Netherlands)
and theWorldOrganizationof theScoutMovement (Switzerland),world’s largest
internationalscoutingorganization.

Therespectiveresearchhighlightstelevision’sroleinyouth’slifeaswellasits
impactonthedevelopmentofviolentbehavior.Theysurveyedchildrenin23countries,
selecting5,000childrenof12-yearageandwereprovidedexactlythesamestandardized
60itemquestionnaire.Theserespectivequestionswerenotculturebound,butrelated
totherespondents’behavior,preferences,habits,andsocialenvironment.

Theconclusionpronounced,‘mediaviolenceisuniversal’.Remarkably,88%of
surveyedchildrenidentifiedArnoldSchwarzenegger,aherofrom‘Terminator’(an
actionmovie)(Bulletin49,1999).UNESCOalsostatedthatthemajorityofchildren
thinksthatTerminatorlikepowersaremandatorytocopewiththechallengesoflife.
Thus,itallpavedwayformuchsturdierdebatebetweenparents,teachers,producers,
aswellaspoliticians.

Itsfurtherfindingsindicatedthatthemediainfluenceseveryaspectofchildren’s
lives.Forthechildrenwhowereinhighaggressionorproblematicenvironment,the
violentcontentactedasacatalystinsuchconditions,thusworseningthesituation.

Studies reveal that children in the contemporary era are surrounded by an
environmentwheremediaaswellas realexperiencessupport thenotionregarding
violence being a natural phenomenon. About one-third of groups settled in high-
aggressionsurroundingsperceivethatthemajorityofpeopleareevil,thisnotionis
oftenpropagatedandendorsedbythemediacontent.Youthperceivethataggressive
behaviorinsocietyisoftenmorerewarded.

Thepresentstudy isaneffort toassess the influenceofviolence inmovieson
juvenile’sbehavior.ItisanestablishedfactthatIndianmoviesareoneofthemajor
sourcesofentertainment inPakistanamongpeopleofallagegroups.Peopleoften
followthevalues,norms,beliefs,andideologiespropagatedthroughthemediaand
theadoptionishighamongchildren.Violenceinvideogames,movies,cartoons,and
pertinentcontentcatertoyoung,impressionablemindsandimplantseedsofviolence
byromanticizingit.Thingsportrayedonthemediaresultinbelievingthoseactsand
performingthemout,whichcanleadingettinginvolvedinsuchactivities.

Repeated exposure to killings, violence, negation of moral and ethical values
resultsinthedevelopmentofantisocialbehavioramongjuveniles.Television’simpact
ishighlydebatableforchildrenandthereareseveralstudiesconductedwhichhave
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