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ABSTRACT

Thepurposeof thisarticle is toevaluate theeffectivenessof thecustomizedblogandeportfolio
(“blogfolio”)platform,ahybridtoolforteachingadvancedundergraduatewritingcoursesatalarge
researchuniversities in the southwesternU.S.By combining a blogfolioplatformand academic
writing, this article promotes the development of students’ academic community identity and
generates a better sense of identity and commitment among them towards their future career in
theirprofessionaldisciplines.Theauthorsreviewedandsynthesizedarticlesandtheoriesrelevant
toeducationalblogginganddigitalportfolios.Inaddition,theauthorsexaminedtheimpactsofthe
blogfolioonstudentlearningandprofessionaldevelopmentbasedondatacollectedfromsurveys,
blogentries,andserveractivitylogs.
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INTRODUCTION

Thepurposeofthisstudywastoevaluatetheeffectivenessofthecustomizedblogandeportfolio
(“blogfolio”) platform (Middlebrook & Sun, 2013), relying on the Movable Type software and
designedby the information technologygroupata large researchuniversity in thesouthwestern
U.S.Thisuniversity’s“blogfolio”isaweb-basedbloganddigitalportfolioplatform,anditsdesign
conceptwastofacilitatestudents’skillsinresearch,writing,andcriticalthinking;enhancestudents’
informationsharing,reputationbuilding,andpersonalexpression;andadvancestudents’academic
andcareergoals.

TherehasbeenmuchworkdoneonWeb-basedportfoliosandonlinelearninginhighereducation
(Cambridge,Cambridge,&Yancey,2008;Jafari&Kaufman,2006;Sun&Rueda,2012;Walsh,
Sun,&Riconscente,2011).However,littlehasbeendevotedtoassessingwhatsomehavecalled
the“nextgeneration”ofe-portfoliosthatmergesocialnetworkingfeaturesetslikebloggingwithan
onlineevidenceshowroom.Withabetterunderstandingofhowtheblogfolioinfluencedstudents’
processesandproducts,theresultsofthisstudycanbetranslatedintostrategiesforcreatingalearning
environmentthatcanenhancetheprofessionalidentitymoreeffectivelyattheundergraduatelevel
andbeyond.

This study investigated the impact of the blogfolio on student learning and professional
developmentasitrelatedtoalearner-centeredenvironmentthatencouragedacollaborativemode
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oflearning.Thestudyinvestigatedwhetheruseof theblogfoliohelpedstudentstoconfirmtheir
post-graduateplansandcareergoals,orenabledstudentstoestablishandprojectascholarlyand
professionalidentityonlinethatadvancedtheiracademicandcareergoals.Asapreliminarystudy,
thispaperintroducesanewteachingmethodtothewritingcourses,utilizingblogfoliostoencourage
studentstocontinuewritingacademicarticles,anddiscussandinteractwiththecommenters.With
dynamicandopeneportfolios,theplatformisexpectedtofacilitatethestudents’reflectionontheir
careers,ratherthansimplydigitalizingtheirpersonalportfolioandstoringitonanonlineplatform.
Therefore,thisstudyaimstocombineablogfolioplatformandacademicwritingtoassiststudents
indevelopingtheiracademiccommunityidentityandgeneratingadeeperprofessionalidentityand
commitmenttotheirfuturecareer.Theoverarchingresearchquestionsofthisstudyare:

1. Howdoblogfoliospromotestudents’identitywithregardtotheirprofessioninadvancedwriting
courses?

2. Whatmightstudents’perceivedusefulnessofblogfoliosbe?

FACULTy EXPERIENCES IN USING BLOGS OR EPORTFOLIOS

Inrecentyears,accordingtotheCampusComputingProject,therehasbeenatriplingofAmerican
collegesanduniversitiesutilizingeportfolios(Bass&Eynon,2009).However,themechanismsfor
establishinganeportfoliosystemthatallowforstudentbloggingandthatare,inthewordsofJafari
(2004),“sticky”oractuallyembracedbyusers(p.38),havenotyetbeenwidelyaddressedinthehigher
educationliterature.Thoughlimitedinscope,theliteraturethatdoesexistisneverthelessrevealing.
Forinstance,Lenhartetal.(2008)discoveredthatpre-universityteenswhoblogare“prolificwriters
onlineandoffline,”aswellascognizantoftheimportanceofwritingtotheirsuccessinlaterlife
(p.v).Consideringitspromise,agrowingcohortofacademicianshasbeguntograspwhatmaybe
possiblewithaneducativeuseoftheblogapparatus.Maloney(2007)amongthemreferstothe“stars
of thesecond-generationWeb,”includingblogs,asconsistentwith“student-centeredandactive-
learningmodels” (p.B26),whereasBurgess (2006)concludes that ifwiselydeployedblogscan
“contributetoareconceptualizationofstudentsascritical,collaborative,andcreativeparticipantsin
thesocialconstructionofknowledge”(p.105),andmayadditionallyassistin“developingliteracies
andcompetenciesthatareappropriateforthetechnologicalandsocialenvironmentsinwhichweall
nowwork”(p.106).HsuandWang(2010)investigatedhowusingblogsinthecollegedevelopmental
readingcourseaffectstudents’readingcomprehensionandlearningmotivation.Althoughresults
showedthatbloggingdidnotimprovestudentdigitalliteraciesandmotivation,itincreasedtheretention
rateandhelpedstudentsbuildastrongsenseoflearningcommunity.Itisthereforenotsurprisingthat
some,suchasCalderónandBuentello(2006),alongwithStefani,Mason,andPegler(2007),takethe
positionthatcombiningblogswitheportfolios“couldbetrulytransformativeforstudents”(p.140).

AN OVERVIEW OF EPORTFOLIOS

Aneportfolio is a centralizedmanagement systemof all digitalizedworkor learningoutcomes,
whichenablestheintegrationofanindividual’sperformanceinanelectronicenvironmenttoensure
swift understanding of information related to the individual’s performance, thereby promoting
improvementandcontinuousprogress(Middlebrook&Sun,2013).Eportfolioshavebeenusedand
investigatedinvariouscontexts,particularlyinthefieldofsocialwork,wheretheadministrators
integratedstudents’learningexperienceswithprofessionaldevelopment(Alvarez&Moxley,2004;
Fitch,Reed,Peet,&Tolman,2008).Researchersidentifiedbenefitsandusageofaneportfolio.For
examples,aneportfoliohelpsstudentsorganizetheirpersonallives(Waters,2008),actsasacontent
managementsystemthatcollects,shares,andpresentsstudents’learningoutcome(Fitchetal.,2008),



 

 

13 more pages are available in the full version of this

document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"

button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-

global.com/article/an-exploratory-study-of-incorporating-

blogfolios-into-a-college-writing-course/201112

Related Content

The Effect of Experience, Expectation, and University Readiness on

Learning Satisfaction in the Pandemic
Subhan El Hafiz, Eko A. Meinarno, Ridhoi Meilona Purbaand M. Fuad Hadziq (2022).

International Journal of Online Pedagogy and Course Design (pp. 1-14).

www.irma-international.org/article/the-effect-of-experience-expectation-and-university-readiness-

on-learning-satisfaction-in-the-pandemic/305724

Piloting the Change: Migrating a Learning Management System while

Discovering a Project Management Protocol
Autumm Caines (2013). Cases on Educational Technology Planning, Design, and

Implementation: A Project Management Perspective  (pp. 168-187).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/piloting-change-migrating-learning-management/78458

Sadness, Negativity, and Uncertainty in Education During COVID-19 on

Social Media
Luciana Oliveira, Paulino Silva, Anabela Mesquita, Arminda Sa Sequeiraand Adriana

Oliveira (2022). International Journal of Online Pedagogy and Course Design (pp. 1-

21).

www.irma-international.org/article/sadness-negativity-and-uncertainty-in-education-during-covid-

19-on-social-media/282724

Learner-Centered Course Design
Karen Weller Swanson (2012). Encyclopedia of E-Leadership, Counseling and

Training (pp. 545-556).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/learner-centered-course-design/58462

Effectiveness of Transparency in Learning and Teaching (TILT)  in

Chemistry Courses
Wathsala Medawalaand Dulma Nugawela (2022). Integrating Transparency in

Learning and Teaching (TILT): An Effective Tool for Providing Equitable Opportunity

in Higher Education  (pp. 113-134).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/effectiveness-of-transparency-in-learning-and-teaching-tilt--

in--chemistry-courses/306616

http://www.igi-global.com/article/an-exploratory-study-of-incorporating-blogfolios-into-a-college-writing-course/201112
http://www.igi-global.com/article/an-exploratory-study-of-incorporating-blogfolios-into-a-college-writing-course/201112
http://www.igi-global.com/article/an-exploratory-study-of-incorporating-blogfolios-into-a-college-writing-course/201112
http://www.irma-international.org/article/the-effect-of-experience-expectation-and-university-readiness-on-learning-satisfaction-in-the-pandemic/305724
http://www.irma-international.org/article/the-effect-of-experience-expectation-and-university-readiness-on-learning-satisfaction-in-the-pandemic/305724
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/piloting-change-migrating-learning-management/78458
http://www.irma-international.org/article/sadness-negativity-and-uncertainty-in-education-during-covid-19-on-social-media/282724
http://www.irma-international.org/article/sadness-negativity-and-uncertainty-in-education-during-covid-19-on-social-media/282724
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/learner-centered-course-design/58462
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/effectiveness-of-transparency-in-learning-and-teaching-tilt--in--chemistry-courses/306616
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/effectiveness-of-transparency-in-learning-and-teaching-tilt--in--chemistry-courses/306616

