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ABSTRACT

Withtheincreasingemphasisondevelopinggraduateemployabilityskills,termedasCoreLifeSkillsin
theUnitedArabEmirates(UAE),andgrowinguseoftechnologyineducation;thisresearchinvestigates
theassemblageofCoreLifeSkillsthroughtechnologicalinnovationinavocationaleducationand
training(VET)instituteintheUAE.Thisarticledrawsontheconceptsofthesociologyoftranslation
fromanActor-NetworkTheoryasbothmethodologicalandanalyticaltool.Theresearchunfoldsthe
socio-materialassemblagesusingexistingframeworks:LevelsofTeachingInnovation(LoTi)and
HEAT(higherorderthinking,engagedlearning,authenticlearning,andtechnologyuse).Theresearch
stirredthedevelopmentoftechnology-enhancedlearningandaCoreLifeSkillsdevelopment(TEL-
CSD)frameworkforeffectiveintegrationoftechnologytoenhancestudents’CoreLifeSkills.Based
onthefindings,twoconclusionsaredrawn:CoreLifeSkillscannotbedevelopedindependentlyof
generallearningandcognitiveskills,andtechnologyalonecannotpromoteCoreLifeSkills.
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INTRodUCTIoN

Inrecentyears,thereisgrowingconcernaboutinsufficientemployabilityskillsamongUAEgraduates.
AccordingtoasurveyconductedbyParthenon,expertsoneducationandschoolsystemsintheGulf
region,manyemployersintheUAEthinkstudentshaveinsufficientemployabilityskills(Kapur,
2013).ThetraditionaleducationsystemfollowedinsecondaryandtertiaryeducationintheUAE
mostlyemphasisesonlearningbyroteandmemorisingwithlittleemphasisondevelopingskills
(Munajjed,2012).Asaresult,developmentofcriticalthinking,problem-solving,decision-making,
initiative,creativity,innovation,collaboration,flexibility,leadership,andresponsibilityisrestricted
(Munajjed,2012).Inthiscontext,VEThasbeenstressedasitoffersspecific,hands-ontraining,
therebydevelopingemployabilityskills(Hoteit,Hachem,&Zein,2014).

Thisempiricalresearchexploressocio-materialassemblagesofstudents’CoreLifeSkillsthrough
technologyintegrationinaVETinstituteintheUAE.“CoreLifeSkills”isthebrandnameusedin
theUAEforgenericoremployabilityskills(NationalQualificationsAuthority,2012,p.74) that
constitute information management, communication skills, teamwork skills, numerical literacy,
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problem-solving, application of technology and participation in social and civic life (National
QualificationsAuthority,2016).

APPRoACHeS To eNHANCe GRAdUATe eMPLoyABILITy SKILLS

Thehighereducation(HE)andVETinstitutionsworldwideareadoptingvariousapproachestoequip
graduateswiththerequiredskillstocatertothegrowingneedofemployabilityskills.Someofthe
approachesidentifiedintheliteratureinclude:

…providing academic staff with relevant support and resources, integrating these skills into curriculum 
and course design, providing students with work placements and exposure to professional settings 
and providing advice and guidance through career services … participation in clubs and societies. 
(Precision Consultancy, 2007, p. 3)

IntheUAEeducationalcontext,therearelimitedstudiesthatdiscussthepedagogicalpractices
andstrategiesusedtodevelopCoreLifeSkills.Oneofthestandardapproachesidentifiedinliterature
istheprovisionofworkshopsandworkexperiencetograduatestudentsforenhancingemployability
skills.Forinstance,WorldofWorkprogramme(El-Temtamy,O’Neill,&Midraj,2016)implemented
byZayedUniversity,fourweeksworkexperiencecourseembeddedinalltheprogrammesofferedat
HigherCollegesofTechnology(2017).

Alternativepedagogicalapproachesdiscussedintheliteratureincludeintegrationofinformation
and communication technology (ICT) and cognitive skills in the curriculum and assessment of
skills.RanginyaandMcKenzie(2005)studiedhowtheintegrationofcriticalcognitiveskillsinthe
ICTcurriculum, promote students’ cognitive and technical proficiencies in theUAEUniversity.
Studentsdemonstratedhowtheycouldacquireandassessinformation;advancetheircommunication
andinformationmanagementskills;andsolvereal-worldproblemsbycompletingscenario-based
assessmenttasksusingICTsoftwaretools.SchoeppandDanaher(2016)investigatedtheeffectiveness
ofscenario-basedonlinediscussionforumfordemonstratingsixskills:communication,teamwork,
understanding ethics and professionalism, understanding global and societal contexts, lifelong
learning,andknowledgeofcontemporaryissues,atZayedUniversity.Thoughthesestudieshighlight
howCoreLifeSkillscouldbedevelopedinclassroomsbyintegratingICTandcognitiveskillsinthe
curriculum;thereareotherstudies,whichcastdoubtontheassumptionthatemployabilityskillscan
beefficientlydevelopedwithinclassrooms(Cranmer,2006).

Atthenationallevel,theNationalQualificationAuthority(NQA)oftheUAE,alongwithits
allies,isworkingtofacilitateandmonitortheintroductionandimplementationofCoreLifeSkills
withintheappropriatecontextofthegeneraleducation,HEandVETsectors(NationalQualifications
Authority,2012).NQAexpectstheintegrationofCoreLifeSkillsintoallqualificationsrecognisedon
thenationalqualificationsframework(QFEmirates)ateverylevel(i.e.,level1tolevel10).Though
technologyisdefinedasoneofthesevenCoreLifeSkills,itsinfluenceonthedevelopmentofthe
othersixCoreLifeSkillsneedsexploration.

INTeGRATIoN oF TeCHNoLoGy IN INSTRUCTIoN

TheOfficeofTechnologyAssessment(1995)andmorerecently,Summak,Samancioğlu,andBağlibel
(2010)havestatedthattechnology,inandofitself,doesnotdirectlychangeteachingorlearningbut
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