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ABSTRACT

Thisarticlereportstheconceptofdigitallibrary(DL)withitsdefinitions,concept,
generic architecture, ethics and librarianship related to DL. DLs are created by
Libraryprofessionals,publishers,Governmentinitiatives,societiesandotherhigher
educationalinstitutions.Therearedifferenttypesoffilesandfileformatsarecreated
andstoredonDL.Foruploadingthefiles, thecopyright/IPRissuesareinvolved.
Asonecannotuploaddirectlysomeone’sfilewithoutthepermissionofthatperson.
Ininformationcommunicationtechnology(ICT)environment,theInternetandweb
enableseveryonetohaveaccesstothee-contentsavailablefromanywhereatanytime.
Duetothis,DLcreatorscannottakeitgrantedtouploadthemandmakethemavailable
online.TheIPRissuesindigitalenvironmentplaysakeyroleforidentifyingandtaking
permissionsfromtherespectiveauthors/publishers/contentcreatorstouploadthe
digitalcontent.DLandIPRissuesarediscussedwiththedigitalrightsissues.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

DigitalLibrary(DL)hasbecomeoneofthemostfrequentlyusedtermsintheLibrary
andInformationScience(LIS)aslibrarieshavestartedimplementingICTapplications.
Digitallibraries(DLs)areselectedcontentswithnetworkaccessibility,whichisalso
termedas“electroniclibrary”and“virtuallibrary”.Itiscurrentlyreferredassystems
thatareveryheterogeneous inscopeandprovidedifferent functions,as theystore
contents in different file formats from different publishers, users and researchers.
Theyarecalledasdigitalobjectsandmetadatarepositories,reference-linkingsystems,
archives, and content administration systems to complex systems that integrate
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advanceddigitallibraryservices(DELOS,2006).Ithaschangedtheconceptofthe
libraryfromtheprintandpapermediaandthesuccessdependsuponthecomputers,
communicationskills,andknowledgeoflibraryprofessionals.

DIGITAL LIBRARy CoNCePT

Digital Libraries are managed collections of digital objects, created or acquired
accordingtotheprinciplesofcollectiondevelopment,storedanddistributedwiththe
associatedvalue-addedservicesnecessarytoallowuserstoretrievetheresources.
The collections in aDLare accessiblewithuser friendly attributes, as they also
storemetadataforsearchingandretrievingtherelevantdocuments.Itisalsoaseries
ofactivitiesthatbringstogethercollections,servicesandpeopleinsupportofthe
fulllifecycleofcreation,dissemination,useandpresentationofdata,information
andknowledge.

Digital Library (DL) is a “Collection of digital object (text, video and audio)
alongwithmethodforaccessandretrieval,(asfarasusersareconcerned)andalso
forselection,organization,andmaintenance(Sun,&Yuanb,2012).Therefore,aDL
isaninformalcollectionofinformation,storedindigitalformatsandaccessibleover
anetwork,togetherwithassociatedservices.

DLisdefinedbytheDigitalLibraryFederation(DLF-1998)asanorganization
that “provides the resources, including the specialized staff, to select, structure,
offerintellectualaccessto,interpret,distribute,preservetheintegrityof,andensure
thepersistenceovertimeofcollectionsofdigitalworkssothattheyarereadilyand
economicallyavailableforusebyadefinedcommunityorsetofcommunities.”

GeNeRIC DIGITAL LIBRARy ARCHITeCTURe

Figure1showsagenericDLinfrastructurethatcontainsauserinterfaceandmiddleware.
The classic tree-tier architecture:Thedata enginehandles catalog information

alongwith the resources.Additionally, there isaspecial interface for librarians to
manage the content and catalog descriptions. To enable interoperability between
librarysystemsacommunicationinterfaceisdefinedaswell.

LITeRATURe ReVIew

Thereviewofliteratureisanessentialcomponentofanyinvestigation,whichgives
necessaryinputtotheinvestigatortoframetheresearchstudyonthechosentopic.
Asfarasthefieldof“DigitallibraryandtheIntellectualPropertyRightsIssues”,a
largenumberofstudieshavebeenconductedanditiscontinuoustogrow.Anumber
ofresearchreports,articles,booksandconferencevolumesonthesubjecthavebeen
published.Itisextremelydifficulttoreviewtheentirebodyofresearch.Therefore,
someofthecontributionsintheaspectsofDLandIPRissuesarereviewed.
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