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ABSTRACT

Thisarticledescribeshowbuildinguponthefoundationofknowledgecreatedbythe
previousscholarsisthebaseofanyscholarlycommunication.Usuallyscholarsalso
willingtosharetheirfindingstootherstogainguidance,approvalandrecognition.
Theusershouldusethesharedinformationwhileprotectingmoralandlegalrightsof
theauthors.Toprotectthecreator’sintellectualpropertyrights,copyrightandother
legalschemeswereintroduced.However,theselegalframeworksbecametoorigidfor
userstousetheshareddata.Sometimesevenwhenthecreatoriswillingtosharethe
data,h/shecouldnotdothesameduetocopyrightbindings.Thisgaverisetoneed
forasupportinglegalframeworkwhichprotectstherightsoftheauthorsandallows
him/hertoshareherworkwillinglyasperthechosencriteria.Thelicenseshouldbe
easytoprepare,understandandshare.CreativeCommonsofferstherequiredtypes
oflicenseswhicharegloballyapproved.Thearticlediscussesaboutthebackground,
attributesandadvantagesandchallengesofCreativeCommon’slicenses.

KeywoRdS
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INTRodUCTIoN

Collaboration: Need of Scholarly Communication
Communication is the key of scholarship. New researches are based on scholarly
communicationofotherthinkers.Timelycommunicationtriggersnewideas,avoids
redundancyineffortsandkeepstheresearchersontherightpath.Freeflowofauthentic
informationistheessenceofscholasticdevelopmentwhichleadstooverallwelfareof
theworld.Thisneedofsharingofinformationisasoldasthemankind.Researchers
developedtheirownmodesofsharinginformationwithlike-mindedpeoplesuchas
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invisible college, private networks, cryptic messages etc. Digital information and
internetmadesharingofknowledgefasterandefficient.

Academic norms have always promoted open sharing of research findings
and creative scholarship. Internet and digital information introduced new ways of
collaborationandsharingofinformation.Afewarediscussedbelow.

open Source Initiative
The campaign was launched in 1998. Open source is a term describing a means
of developing and distributing software that ensures software is available for use,
modification, and redistributionbyanyone.Theopen sourcecommunitypromotes
thecreationofsoftware that isnotproprietary,resultingin lowercosts.Generally,
anyonecandownloadopensourcesoftwareforlittleornocost,andcanuse,share,
borrow,orchangeitwithoutrestriction.Amajoradvantagetoopensourcecodeis
theabilityforavarietyofdifferentpeopletoeditandfixproblemsanderrorsthat
haveoccurred.Naturallybecause there aremorepeoplewhocanedit thematerial
therearemorepeoplewhocanhelpmaketheinformationmorecredibleandreliable.
Theopensourcemissionstatementpromisesbetterquality,higherreliability,more
flexibility, lower cost, and an end to predatory vendor lock-in. For almost every
requirementrangingfromaccountingtoaudiorecordingandprojectmanagementto
screenplaywritingthereisapowerfulopensourcesolutionisavailableasanoptionto
expensivecommercialsoftware.Tonameafew:MozillaFirefox(WebBrowser),VLC
MediaPlayer(PortableMultimediaPlayer),encoder,andstreamer,Odoo(Business
Application),Gimp(GraphicApplication),etc.

e-Book Initiative
ProjectGutenbergisafirstEbookinitiativeintheworld,establishedbyMichaelS.
Hartin1971.Itisaimedtodigitizethebooksinpublicdomainandmakeitavailable
toreadersacrosstheglobe.Manymoresuchprojectsareinitiatedworldwide.Toname
afew:Googlebooks,internetarchive,Europeana,Openlibrary,etc.

open Access Journals
Open access (OA) journals are scholarly journals that are available online to the
readerwithoutfinancial,legal,ortechnicalbarriersotherthanthoseinseparablefrom
gainingaccesstotheinternetitself.Whileopenaccessjournalsarefreelyavailableto
thereader,therearestillcostsassociatedwiththepublicationandproductionofsuch
journals.Somearesubsidized,andsomerequirepaymentonbehalfoftheauthor.The
DirectoryofOpenAccessJournalscurrentlylistsover9428openaccessjournals.

open Institutional Repositories
Aninstitutionalrepositoryisanarchiveforcollecting,preserving,anddisseminating
digital copies of the intellectual output of an institution, particularly a research
institution. Worldwide institutions are starting to implement digital institutional
repositoriestoimprovethevisibility,usageandimpactofresearchconductedbythe
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