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ABSTRACT

Thisarticledescribeshow,generally,themajorityofinmateswillrecidivateagainwithinfiveyears
of being released from incarceration. Recidivism represents cyclical criminality that affects all
Americancommunities.Despitesubstantialexpenditurestowardthewarehousingofinmateswithin
thecorrectionssystem,lessemphasisisdirectedtowardleveragingvocationalandcareereducational
programsasresourcesthroughwhichrecidivismratesmaybereducedsocietally.However,in2015,
theSecondChancePellPilotProgramwasannouncedasanexperimentalprogramwherebyprisoners
mayaccessPellfundingforeducationalpurposes.Giventheadventofthisexperimentalprogram,
thisarticlereviewssomehistoricalliteratureandrecommendsfuturedirectionsregardingeducation
amongcorrectionssettings.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

Although little substantive change has affected sanctioning within American society during the
precedingtwodecades,incarcerationrateshaveincreasedsincetheearly1980s(Travis,Western,&
Redburn,2014).Modernprisonoperations,includingtheircorrespondingconfinementexperiences,
haveineffectivelyloweredanalmostuncontrolledrateofrecidivism(Travis,Western,&Redburn,
2014).Societyexperiencesthefinancialandeconomicimpactsofcriminalityresultingfromboth
violent and non-violent crimes. Thus, continuously, society experiences the daunting challenges
andnegativeeffectsofrecidivismwhileconcurrentlythejusticeandcorrectionssystemsattemptto
forecastandsatisfytheneedsofinmates.

Thejusticesystemissaturatedwithcourtmattersinvolvingcorrectionalissues,andoftenprocess
themwithegregiousslowness(Neubauer&Fradella,2017).Theexistencesofalmostunsustainable
casequantitiespermeateavarietyofprobation,parole,andcorrectionsprogramssocietally(Neubauer
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&Fradella,2017).Itisnotuncommonforcorrectionalfacilitiestoexperienceovercrowdingamong
populationsofinmates(Wootton,2016).

WithinAmericansociety,theuseofconfinementandthedependenceuponcorrectionsprograms
amongcommunities(usedtooverseethebehaviorsofconvictedpersons),areoftenperceivedasmerely
abandagethatconcealsamuchgreaterproblem:criminalbehaviorsandcriminalitythatappearas
beingnearlyuncontrolled,especiallyamongurbanareas.Criminalbehaviorsandcriminalityare
endangermentsthatundeniablyaffectlifestylesandcultureswithinsocietybydiminishingeconomic
capacitiesandsocietalfoundations.Despitethebesteffortsofthecorrectionssystemanddepending
upon the type of crime, recidivism permeates and varies within American society. Given these
notions,somemayperceivethatthecorrectionssystemisrepresentativeofabjectfailingsofpublic
policies(Santos,2003).Prisoninmatescomefromallwalksoflife,rangingfromjuvenilesandformer
housewivestoformerjudgesandthosewhoonceservedthejusticesystemitself(McElreathetal.,
2017;Santos,2003).Regardlessoftheirhistory,status,orstationinlife,somecommonnessexists
amongmanyindividualswithintheprisonpopulace:thepotentialofeventuallyreturningtosociety.

Laws delineate specific criminality definitions, characteristics, and punishments. Given the
recidivismratewithinsocietyandtheimpossibilityofeliminatingsanctionsforcriminalbehaviors,
onemayexaminethepotentialofeducationasavaluableresourcewherebyrecidivismratesmaybe
abatedthroughtime(Santos,2004).Forinstance,during2015,theU.S.DepartmentofEducation
announcedtheformingofapilotprogramforprovidingPellgrantfundingandeducationalopportunity
for inmates (Anderson, 2015). This initiative, deemed the Second Chance Pell Pilot Program,
representedachangingperspectivetowardfacetsofinmateeducation,rehabilitation,andrecidivism
(Anderson,2015).Giventheannouncingoftheprogramandtheimportanceofeducationamong
correctionalsettingstowardreturninganinmatetosociety,thisarticleconsidersvariousperspectives
ofprisoneducation,andrecommendsfuturedirections.

HISToRICAL PERSPECTIVES

Highereducationisgenerallyconsideredastheformofeducationthatoneexperiencesaftergraduating
high school or its equivalency. From an economic perspective, higher education represents the
allocatingofresourcesforproducing“post-secondaryeducationalservices,”distributingthem,and
theireffectiveswithinagivenpopulace(Begg,2002,p.121).Formanypeople,highereducation
representsaninitialopportunityforexploringanddefiningpersonalvalues,principles,relationships,
politics,andreligion(Bligh,Thomas,&McNay,1999).Highereducationisunrestrictedbyfacetsof
locationsorvenues,andoccursamongprisonsettings.

Vocationaleducationalsoexistsamongprisonsettings.Itencompassesthetrainingandlearning
thatpreparesindividualsforoccupationaltrades,butdoesnotrepresentequivalencywithacademic
education(Gordon,2014).Economically,sucheducationmustsatisfyestablishedminimumsofcosts
percapita;otherwise, itshouldnotbeundertaken(Gordon,2014).Within thepenologycontext,
vocational education facilitates the teachingofmarketable, useful skills amongoffenders (Cole,
Smith,&DeJong,2016).Typically,examplesofvocationaleducationamongprisonsettingsinclude
woodworking,weldingcosmetology,gardening,carpentry,andsoforth.

Lifeskill trainingisanecessityformanyinmates(Gideon&Sung,2011;Pollock,1998).It
encompassesmanyconceptsthatmostfolkstakeforgrantedwithinsociety.Examplesincludethe
resistingofvariouspeerpressures,copingwithanxietyandstress;developingself-awarenessand
self-esteem,developingunderstandingsofresponsibilityandaccountability;andsoforth(Belgrave
&Allison,2006).Manyprisonersexhibitvaryingdeficienciesofeventhemostbasiclifeskills,and
mustlearnthemwithininmateeducationprograms(Cavadino&Dignan,2007;Cho&Tyler,2010).

Approximately40%ofinmatesamongstatecorrectionalfacilitiesdroppedoutofhighschool
(Koenig,2011).Similarly,approximately30%offederalprisonerswerealsohighschooldropouts
(Koenig,2011).Aftertheturnofthecentury,itwasestimatedthatapproximately41.3%ofbothfederal
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