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ABSTRACT

Artisanal fisheries in Moroccan Mediterranean generally lack management and planning, thus
development.Recently,someofthesefisherieshadreceivedanattentioninfieldofinfrastructure,
however,thereislakeofdataonsocioeconomicconditionsofthesefisheries.Themainobjectiveofthis
articleisanupdateofthestateofknowledgeofsocioeconomicoftheartisanalfishers,bymeansofa
casestudyinBelyounech,Fnideq,MartilandKaaAsrasareas,throughadiagnosisbasedonanalysis
ofsocioeconomicindicatorsderivedfromdataobtainedthroughastructuredquestionnaire.Thedata
analysesrevealedtherewasahighilliteracyrateandalowlevelofeducationamongfishers.This
communityoffishershadlackofawarenessabouttheissuesrelatedtothesustainabilityofresources.
Despitespeciesofahighcommercialvalue,IncomeNetProfitissomewhatnotsatisfactory,thus,
thewealthproducedbythesefisherieshavenorealimpactonthequalityofthefisher’slives,hence,
donotensuresustainabledevelopmentofthisactivity.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

Artisanalfisheriestendtobedependuponlocalenvironmentalandsocioeconomicfactors(Stergiou
etal.,2006;Guyaderetal.,2013).Inthelast20years,socioeconomicstudiesonfisherieshavebeen
metwithworldwideattention(Withereletal.,2000;Baticados,2004).Thesestudiesprovidebasic
referenceforthenecessarymanagementmeasuresincreasingthustheiroverallefficiency.Thus,the
interestinsocioeconomicdatahasincreased(COM,2002),but,mostartisanalfisheriesexistina
data-poorcondition,makingitdifficulttocapturethesocioeconomiccontributionsofthesefisheries
(Gillett&Lightfoot,2002;Zelleretal.,2006;Andrewetal.,2007).

Artisanalfisheriesaredefinedasanysmallcapitalinvestmentfishery,mostlyoperatedbythe
owner,exploitingareaswhichcanbereachedinafewhoursfromtheharbororbeacheswherethe
fishers arebased (Collocaet al., 2004).On theother side, the socioeconomic status term refers
tomeasureof interrelatedanddiverseaspects relating toa combinationof social andeconomic
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factors.Theseaspectscould,ingeneral,becategorizedintoseveralcategoriesincluding,economic,
demographic,publicservices,income,education,occupationandsocial(Rau&David1980).

At thenational, local,andindividual levels indevelopingcountries,artisanalfisheriesoften
havepotentialtocontributetothedevelopmentofcoastalareas,foodsecurity,thepreservationof
marineecosystems,andmakesubstantialsocioeconomiccontributionstosociety(FAO,2005;Béné
etal.,2007;Garciaetal.,2008).Ithasbeenestimatedthat90%offishersworldwideareartisanal
fishers(Berkesetal.,2001;FAO,2004;Béné,2005).IntheMediterranean,artisanalfleetsrepresent
morethan80%ofthevesselsoftheEuropeanMediterraneanfleetandprovidearound100,000jobs
(C.O.M.,2002;Maynouetal.,2013).TheentireMediterraneanartisanalfleetiscomprisedof42,000
smallboatswhichusedifferentgearsandlandingports,reflectinganimportantsocioeconomicrole
inthecoastalcommunities(Morales-Ninetal.,2010;Maynouetal.,2013).

InMorocco,artisanalfisheriesconsideranimportantsourceoflivelihood,especiallyinthecostal
MoroccanMediterranean.Thissectorprovideddirectemploymenttoabout7,800peoplein1998
(INRH,1998),andplaysanimportantroleintheMoroccoeconomybycontributingtothenational
income,employmentandforeignexchange.In2010,artisanalfisheriesconsistedof15,000wooden
boatsspreadover94sites(Nibani,2010).Ithaspresentedsignificantdevelopmentpotential,especially,
ashavingspecieswithhighcommercialvaluesareexportingmainlytoforeignmarkets(M’rabet
etal.,2011).Inwestcoastof theMoroccanMediterraneanandNorthAtlantic(Larache–Jebha
region),artisanalfisheriesconsideredoneofthemosteconomicactivities,beingasourceofforeign
currency,generatesvarioussocioeconomicbenefitsandsourceoflifeformorethan4000fishers,
thisCommunityisayoungcommunityandalmostwithoutanytrainingandhasamodestlevelof
education.Theiraverageinvestedcapitalperboatremainslow,itisabout6,734USD.Theyrealized
aprofitnet3,775.51USDperboat,andbetween693.87USDand1,040.81USDforfisherannually
(MalouliIdrissietal.,2007).InDikky,artisanalfisherieshaveconsiderablepotentialfordevelopment,
especiallysincethespecieswhichpossessahighcommercialvaluearedestinedmainlyforforeign
markets.TheprofitsnetrealizedbythefishersofDikkyarepositive,itvariesbetween1,428.57USD
and2,030.61USDforfisherandbetween1,653.06USDand3,979.59USDforownersofboats.
Furthermore,theaveragecapitalinvestedperboatis19,132.56USD.Thesesfisheriesarecarriedout
byabout40boats,itispracticedby200fishers,originallyfromtheregionsnearDikkyandhaving
goodexperienceinthefishingsector.Unfortunately,theirlevelofeducationandmaritimetraining
islow(CopeMedIIandArtFiMed,2009).ThefishersofAlHoceimaNationalParkareexclusively
maleandarearelativelyyoungcommunity.Thefishingactivityensuresadirectemploymentofabout
3000people,includingartisanalfishers,mostofthemhavealowlevelofschooling,whileboatowners
areintheirmajorityilliterate.fishingactivityatofAlHoceimaNationalPark,isaprofitableactivity,
thetotalcapitalinvestedattheleveloftheParkisabout28,571,428.57USD,Artisanalfishersinvest
about10%(2,857,142.8USD)ofthetotalcapitalinvested(MalouliIdrissi,2004).

MalouliIdrissietal.,(2007)glancedatthesocioeconomicconditionsforfisher’scommunities
inBelyounech,Fnideq,MartilandKaaAsrasareasaspartofLarache–Jebharegion.However,
nostudyhasyetdescribedindetailtheconditionsatthesesites.Throughthelastfewyears,these
areashadreceivedattentioninthefieldofinfrastructuresuchasconstructionauctionhalls,stores
forfisher’sequipmentandasmallicefactory,inadditionto,startingtoparticipateonsocialsecurity
net.Yet,therestilllimitednumbersofscientificstudiesavailableandthereisalackofreliabledata
onsocioeconomicsofartisanalfisheries.Therefore,theaimofthisstudywastoupdateandhavethe
soundknowledgeaboutsocioeconomicsofartisanalfishersinBelyounech,Fnideq,MartilandKaa
Asrasareas,throughtheanalysisofsocioeconomicindicators,forabetterunderstandingofthecurrent
socioeconomicsituationoffisherscommunitiesandprovidingthedecisionmakerswithinformation
concerningthesocioeconomicbehaviorofthefishers,whichwillenableartisanalfisheriesbeabetter
benefitedandcontributetohuman,socioeconomicdevelopment,fisheriesmanagementandbring
sustainabledevelopments.
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