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ABSTRACT

This chapter presents an overview of the quantity and quality of clinical
researchin CAM andpublication bias. Descriptive studies and their systematic
reviews on CAM, e.g., prevalence and reasons for CAM use, have been
widely conducted worldwide. The findings of the efficacy of herbal medicine,
traditional Chinese medicine and acupuncture for treating various illnesses,
have been highly published. Publications of CAM safety are limited. A number
of clinical studies of CAM in treating kidney diseases were lower than other
illnesses. Studies of Ayurveda and other CAMs are still lacking. The quality of
CAM publicationsis described based on systematic reviews of assessing CAM
publications. Publication bias is explained in terms of selective publications
and location bias, language bias and conflict of interest. The mainstream
Journals are more likely to publish positive findings. Predatory open access
and recommendations for assessing predatory journals are addressed in
this chapter.
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An Overview of Publications of Complementary and Alternative Medicine Research

INTRODUCTION

The amount of complementary and alternative medicine (CAM) research
has been rapidly increasing over recent years (Figure 1). CAM publications
slowly increased in number prior to 2000, dramatically rising in number after
2000. Several aspects of CAM research have been explored, e.g. prevalence
of use, attitudes of CAM users and practitioners, the efficacy, safety, and
cost-effectiveness of CAM, methodologies used in CAM research, and CAM
regulation. In addition, the number of systematic reviews and meta-analyses
of CAM research has been growing since 2010. High quality CAM research
has been accepted for publishing in mainstream biomedical journals, e.g.
Annals of Internal Medicine, British Medical Journal, The Lancet, The
Journal of the American Medical Association, and The New England Journal
of Medicine (Fontanarosa, 2001). This chapter gives an overview of CAM
publications worldwide, any publication bias, their quality, and presents the
common types and research topics of CAM published. This chapter will also
identify any gaps in CAM research.

OVERVIEW OF GLOBAL PUBLICATIONS IN CAM

Five major publishers based in Europe and the US, i.e. Elsevier, Springer,
Wiley, Tayor & Francis, and Sage, dominate CAM publishing. The
prominent journals based on their impact factors in this area are the Journal

Figure 1. Trends in publications on CAM in the medical literature
(Treister-Goltzman et al., 2015)
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