318

Chapter 14

Rural Romanian Education:
Issues of the Reform and
Foreign Language Teaching

Diana Presada
Petroleum-Gas University of Ploiesti, Romania

Mihaela Badea
Petroleum-Gas University of Ploiesti, Romania

ABSTRACT

This chapter presents an overview of the Romanian rural education system with an emphasis on the

projects implemented in the rural areas, foreign language teaching being a major part of these projects

in this sector which, among other shortcomings, is affected by a serious shortage of qualified teaching

staff. It examines the recent developments in the educational rural process highlighting the education

policies adopted by the Romanian government as part of the intergration program in the European Union.

As well as describing the present state of this educational component, it proposes a number of solutions

to the identified issues that could be put into practice for the benefit of the system.

INTRODUCTION

Within the context of the Romanian education
reformation in the last decades required by the
integration of our educational system into Eu-
rope, a thorough analysis of its implementation
and effectiveness is required. The purpose of this
chapter is to evaluate the outcomes of certain
projects whose aim was to improve the quality of
the rural education which represents one of the
major components of our national education. As
the European integration has been a target of all
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reforms applied to all policies, economic, political,
educational and cultural, foreign language teaching
plays a main part in this process. Consequently,
our main objective lies in examining the current
state of the rural education, particularly of foreign
language teaching, started from the analysis of
the projects and studies dedicated to this field.

Therefore, the chapter will be structured as
follows:

e A general overview of the present state of
the Romanian rural education;
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e A selection of the most important projects
implemented in the system, strictly aiming
at rural education;

e  Some solutions to the problems that were
identified by our analysis.

Special mention should be made of the fact that
in our country all educational levels (pre-school,
primary and secondary) follow the National
Curriculum conceived by the National Council
for Curriculum and approved by the Ministry of
Education, without making the distinction between
the urban and rural regions of the country. This
common framework as regards the subjects and
their contents is justified by the requirements of
modern education which has to provide students
with general competences and skills meant to
correspond to the present society’s development.

BACKGROUND

As the reformation of the Romanian educational
system is concerned, it constitutes the objective
of a coherent and unitary policy guided by the
Ministry of National Education. As stated in the
introductory note to “The Strategy of Pre-academic
Educational Development during 2001and 2004”,
“The systemic, effective and coherent reform that
generates an added value to the educational process
which aims at the personal and professional devel-
opment of each pupil and student who will be the
future citizens of our country” (2002) represents
the mission of the Ministry of National Education.
This, however, involves a wide collaboration of all
institutions and stakeholders in order to achieve
the goals of the reformation program.

One of the institutions involved in this program
that should taken into consideration is the Institute
of Educational Sciences in Bucharest. It has taken
part in the implementation of various projects in
schools at different levels all over Romania and
published a series of reports reflecting the present
state of the measures adopted in the educational

field as well as their effects on the quality of the
instructional process. Consequenty, a group of re-
searchers coordinated by Mihaela Jigdu, achieved
a clear diagnosis of the rural education, as part of
the national education system, trying to identify
the dysfunctions and difficulties that it has to face,
highlighting their consequences on the quality of
the educational system. Special mention should be
made of the fact that the shortcomings identified
in the rural educational sector are not only due to
the intrinsic nature of the system, but also to the
larger economic and social context. A generalized
phenomenon that characterizes Romania is pov-
erty generated by the transformations undergone
by all the components of our society during the
trasition period from the inefficient centralized
socialisteconomic and politic system to the market
economy and capitalism. Besides that, the latest
socio-economic changes have deepened the dif-
ferences between the urban and rural areas which
have been reflected in all fields of life, resulting
in a poorer performance of rural education. One
of most serious aspect derived from this context
is weak financing of rural school in comparison
with the urban ones. As Jigdu (2000, pp. 7- 8)
points out, “as far as education is concerned,
along with a general chronic sub-financing and
a reduction of the population’s request for edu-
cational services, we witness a series of negative
phenomena regarding the equality of chances to
education, considered from a triple perspective:
equality of access, opportunities and results.”
Briefly speaking, all these can be summarized
as follows:

Poor infrastructure in rural areas;

Low number of educational institutions;

Poor logistics of schools;

Reduction in the number of students who

graduate compulsory education;

° Decline in the number of students enrolled
in highschools;

e Insufficient number of qualified teachers in

rural schools. For instance in the academic

319



17 more pages are available in the full version of this document, which may
be purchased using the "Add to Cart" button on the publisher's webpage:
www.igi-global.com/chapter/rural-romanian-education/125996

Related Content

Consumers' Attitudes Towards Using Food Delivery Apps
Deepa Sharma (2023). Impactful Technologies Transforming the Food Industry (pp. 75-88).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/consumers-attitudes-towards-using-food-delivery-apps/329478

Application of the Software System of Finite Element Analysis for the Simulation and Design
Optimization of Solar Photovoltaic Thermal Modules

Vladimir Panchenko, Sergey Chirskiyand Valeriy Vladimirovich Kharchenko (2020). Handbook of Research
on Smart Computing for Renewable Energy and Agro-Engineering (pp. 106-131).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/application-of-the-software-system-of-finite-element-analysis-for-the-simulation-and-

design-optimization-of-solar-photovoltaic-thermal-modules/239101

Climate Smart Agriculture and Resilience

Muhammad Safdar, Muhammad Adnan Shahid, Ce Yang, Fahd Rasul, Muhammad Tahir, Aamir Razaand
Rehan Mehmood Sabir (2024). Emerging Technologies and Marketing Strategies for Sustainable
Agriculture (pp. 28-52).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/climate-smart-agriculture-and-resilience/344373

Formal and Informal Agricultural Markets in Sub-Saharan Africa
Unity Chipfupa (2023). Global Agricultural and Food Marketing in a Global Context: Advancing Policy,
Management, and Innovation (pp. 78-96).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/formal-and-informal-agricultural-markets-in-sub-saharan-africa/320564

Moderating Effects of Likelihood to Use In-Store Technology in Grocery Stores: Perceived Value
of Retailtainment

Adesegun Oyedele, Fuat Firat, Monica Hernandezand Emily Goenner Munson (2023). Influences of Social
Media on Consumer Decision-Making Processes in the Food and Grocery Industry (pp. 86-110).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/moderating-effects-of-likelihood-to-use-in-store-technology-in-grocery-stores/328374



http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/rural-romanian-education/125996
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/consumers-attitudes-towards-using-food-delivery-apps/329478
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/application-of-the-software-system-of-finite-element-analysis-for-the-simulation-and-design-optimization-of-solar-photovoltaic-thermal-modules/239101
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/application-of-the-software-system-of-finite-element-analysis-for-the-simulation-and-design-optimization-of-solar-photovoltaic-thermal-modules/239101
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/climate-smart-agriculture-and-resilience/344373
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/formal-and-informal-agricultural-markets-in-sub-saharan-africa/320564
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/moderating-effects-of-likelihood-to-use-in-store-technology-in-grocery-stores/328374

